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Amazonian soils are almost universally thought of as extremely forbidding.
However, it is now clear that complex societies with large, sedentary populations
were present for over a millennium before European contact. Associated with
these are tracts of anomalously fertile, dark soils termed terra preta or dark
earths. These soils are presently an important agricultural resource within
Amazonia and provide a model for developing long-term future sustainability of
food production in tropical environments. The late Dutch soil scientist Wim
Sombroek (1934-2003) was instrumental in bringing the significance of these
soils to the attention of the world over four decades ago.
Wim saw not only the possibilities of improving the lives of small holders
throughout the world with simple carbon based soil technologies, but was an
early proponent of the positive synergies also achieved in regards to carbon
sequestration and global climatic change abatement. Wim s vision was to form a
multidisciplinary group whose members maintained the ideal of open
collaboration toward the attainment of shared goals. Always encouraged and
often shaped by Wim, this free association of international scholars termed the
Terra Preta Nova Group came together in 2001 and has flourished. This effort
has been defined by enormous productivity. Wim who is never far from any of
our minds and hearts, would have loved to share the great experience of seeing
the fruits of his vision as demonstrated in this volume.
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Amazonian soils are almost universally thought of as extremely forbidding. However, it is now clear that
complex societies with large, sedentary populations were present for over a millennium before European
contact. Associated with these are tracts of anomalously fertile, dark soils termed terra preta or dark earths.
These soils are presently an important agricultural resource within Amazonia and provide a model for
developing long-term future sustainability of food production in tropical environments. The late Dutch soil
scientist Wim Sombroek (1934-2003) was instrumental in bringing the significance of these soils to the
attention of the world over four decades ago.
Wim saw not only the possibilities of improving the lives of small holders throughout the world with simple
carbon based soil technologies, but was an early proponent of the positive synergies also achieved in regards
to carbon sequestration and global climatic change abatement. Wim s vision was to form a multidisciplinary
group whose members maintained the ideal of open collaboration toward the attainment of shared goals.
Always encouraged and often shaped by Wim, this free association of international scholars termed the Terra
Preta Nova Group came together in 2001 and has flourished. This effort has been defined by enormous
productivity. Wim who is never far from any of our minds and hearts, would have loved to share the great
experience of seeing the fruits of his vision as demonstrated in this volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

"Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek’s Vision is a wonderful account of the history and science of
anthropogenic soils. … Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek’s Vision is a landmark book. …
Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek’s Vision is a must read for students and scholars of landscape
geography." (Mike Dubrasich, Western Institute for Study of the Environment, February, 2009)

“This new volume … provides an excellent reference and point of entry for readers seeking a substantive,
multidisciplinary overview of the state of knowledge on ADE. … Chapter formats are consistent throughout
the volume, and most chapters are well illustrated with black and white maps, graphs, and photos. … It will
be valuable for those working with Amazonian Dark Earths or related soils and to readers, from a wide range
of academic disciplines, with an interest in Wim Sombroek’s legacy.” (Carol Harden, Vadose Zone Journal,
Vol. 9, 2010)

From the Back Cover

Amazonian soils are almost universally thought of as extremely forbidding. However, it is now clear that
complex societies with large, sedentary populations were present for over a millennium before European
contact. Associated with these are tracts of anomalously fertile, dark soils termed terra preta or dark earths.
These soils are presently an important agricultural resource within Amazonia and provide a model for
developing long-term future sustainability of food production in tropical environments. The late Dutch soil
scientist Wim Sombroek (1934-2003) was instrumental in bringing the significance of these soils to the
attention of the world over four decades ago.
Wim saw not only the possibilities of improving the lives of small holders throughout the world with simple
carbon based soil technologies, but was an early proponent of the positive synergies also achieved in regards
to carbon sequestration and global climatic change abatement. Wim’s vision was to form a multidisciplinary
group whose members maintained the ideal of open collaboration toward the attainment of shared goals.
Always encouraged and often shaped by Wim, this free association of international scholars termed the
Terra Preta Nova Group came together in 2001 and has flourished. This effort has been defined by
enormous productivity. Wim who is never far from any of our minds and hearts, would have loved to share
the great experience of seeing the fruits of his vision as demonstrated in this volume.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Bittinger:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say



absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will
be Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision.

Jason Valladares:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Trudy Clark:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Joan James:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision or even
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Amazonian Dark Earths: Wim Sombroek's Vision to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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