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With the political history of the nation as its organizational framework, American
Destiny: Narrative of a Nation describes the devel opment and growth of the
United States as the product of the myriad actions, ideas, and forces of the
immense variety of individuals and groups who together comprise the American
people. Inrichly detailed prose, the book examines the political, social,
economic, and cultural developments that have shaped this country. This
elegantly written, concise text offers alower-price aternative to traditional U.S.
history survey textbooks, while maintaining the efficacy of afull four-color map
and image program.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation
Concise Third Edition, Combined Volume Edition
Mark C. Carnesand John A. Garraty

With the political history of the nation as its organizational framework, American Destiny: Narrative of a
Nation describes the development and growth of the United States as the product of the myriad actions,
ideas, and forces of the immense variety of individuals and groups who together comprise the American
people. Inrichly detailed prose, the book examines the palitical, social, economic, and cultural developments
that have shaped America. This elegantly written concise text offers alower-priced aternative to traditional
American history survey textbooks, while maintaining the efficacy of afull color map and image program.

Hallmark Features

* “Debating the Past” essays, which appear in each chapter, introduce students to historiographical debates,
probing such provocative questions as “Was the American Revolution rooted in class struggle?’ (Ch. 4),
“Did the frontier change women'sroles?’ (Ch. 11), “Did immigrants assimilate?’ (Ch. 18), and “Do
historians ever get it right?’ (Ch. 32).

* “Re-Viewing the Past” essays examine recent feature films dealing with some incident in or aspect of
history and compare the screen portrayals to actual events. These essays remind readers that al historical
narratives are interpretations and should be read—and seen—with a critical eye. Eight “Re-Viewing the Past”
essays are included, two of them new to this edition (Cinderella Man in Ch. 26, and Good Night, and Good
Luck in Ch. 28); among the other films examined in these essays are The Patriot (Ch. 4), Glory (Ch. 14) and
Chicago (Ch. 24).

New to the Third Edition

* NEW! Full-color format enhances the value of the maps and graphs and gives the book a vibrant
appearance.

* NEW! Each chapter begins with a compelling new essay that connects the chapter topic to issues that
directly affect student’s lives. For example, Chapter 5 begins with a discussion of the copyright provisions of
the Constitution, debated over two centuries ago, which now prevent students from freely downloading
songs on the Internet. In Chapter 28, the essay explains how the decision to use aptitude tests to select
officers during World War 11 led to the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), an obligatory rite of passage for
many college students today.

* NEW! Each chapter has been revised to reflect new scholarship, to offer new perspectives, and to
streamline and sharpen the prose.

* NEW! Questions for Discussion are included in the “Re-Viewing the Past” featuresto spark class
discussion and analysis or to prompt writing assignments.

American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation is available in three formats:
Combined Volume, Chapters 1-32 (ISBN 0-205-56804-1)
Volumel: To 1877, Chapters 1-15 (ISBN 0-321-51087-9)



Volume Il: Since 1865, Chapters 14-32 (ISBN 0-321-51086-0)

Visit us at www.ablongman.com

About the Author

Mark C. Carnesreceived his undergraduate degree from Harvard and his Ph.D. in history from Columbia
University, where he studied and trained with Professor John A. Garraty. The Ann Whitney Olin Professor
History at Barnard College, Columbia University, Professor Carnes has chaired both the departments of
History and American Studies at Barnard. In addition to this textbook, Carnes and Garraty have co-authored
Mapping America’s Past: A Historical Atlas and are co-genera editors of the 24-volume American National
Biography, for which they were awarded the Waldo Leland Prize of the American Historical Association, the
Darmouth Prize of the American Library Association, and the Hawkins Prize of the American Association of
Publishers. In addition, Carnes has published numerous booksin American social and cultural history,
including Past Imperfect: History According to the Movies (1995), Novel History: Historians and Novelists
Confront America’s Past (and Each Other) (2001), and Invisible Giants: 50 Americans That Shaped the
Nation but Missed the History Books (2002). Carnes a so created “ Reacting to the Past”, which won the
Theodore Hesburgh Award, sponsored by TIAA-CREF, as the outstanding pedagogical innovation of 2004.

“Garraty preaches a particular doctrine on historical writing, expounding on the details of a complex process

whereby the murky abstractions of the past are distilled into clean, clear narrative. He insists that the writer’s
sole duty isto readers. Thisliterary alchemy isall the more wondrous for being so devoid of artifice,” Carnes
observes.

John A. Garraty. Holding a Ph.D. from Columbia University and an L.H.D. from Michigan State University,
Professor Garraty is Gouverneur Morris Professor Emeritus of History at Columbia. He is the author, co-
author, and editor of scores of books and articles, among them biographies of Silas Wright, Henry Cabot
Lodge, Woodrow Wilson, George W. Perkins, and Theodore Roosevelt. Along with Mark Carnes, heis co-
editor of the American National Biography. Garraty has also contributed a volume-The New
Commonwealth-to the New American Nation series and edited Quarrels That Shaped the Constitution. He
was a member of the Board of Directors of American heritage magazine and served as both vice president
and head of the teaching division of the American Historical Association. His areas of research interest
include the Gilded age, unemployment (in a historical sense), and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Of his
collaboration with Carnes on The American Nation, Garraty says, “ Although this volume is the work of two
authors, it is as nearly the product of asingle historical sensibility asis possible. Mark’ s scholarly
specialization in cultural and social issues, especially gender, complements mine in politics and the
economy. The book has benefited, too, from his special interest in postwar America. Over the many years of
our collaborations, one of our favorite topics of discussion has been the craft of historical writing. We share a
commitment to clarity and conciseness. We strive to avoid jargon and verbiage. We believe that while the
political history of the nation provides a useful narrative framework, its people are what give the story
meaning.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Victor Elam:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new



data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation, Concise Edition, Combined Volume (3rd Edition) (MyHistoryLab
Series), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a book.

CallieAllen:

The reserve with title American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation, Concise Edition, Combined Volume (3rd
Edition) (MyHistoryLab Series) haslot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of profit after
read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Katherine Holt:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Destiny: Narrative of a
Nation, Concise Edition, Combined Volume (3rd Edition) (MyHistoryL ab Series) book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation,
Concise Edition, Combined Volume (3rd Edition) (MyHistoryL ab Series) as good book not just by the cover
but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already aerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carolyn Scott:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Destiny: Narrative of a Nation, Concise Edition,
Combined Volume (3rd Edition) (MyHistoryLab Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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