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The claim that heritage practice in Asia is Eurocentric may be well-founded, but
the view that local people in Asia need to be educated by heritage practitioners
and governments to properly conserve their heritage distracts from the
responsibility of educating oneself about the local-popular beliefs and practices
which constitute the bedrock of most people’s engagement with the material past.
Written by an archaeologist who has long had one foot in the field of heritage
practice and another in the academic camp of archaeology and heritage studies,
Counterheritage is at once a forthright critique of current heritage practice in the
Asian arena and a contribution to this project of self-education.

Popular religion in Asia – including popular Buddhism and Islam, folk
Catholicism, and Chinese deity cults – has a constituency that accounts for a
majority of Asia’s population, making its exclusion from heritage processes an
issue of social justice, but more pragmatically it explains why many heritage
conservation programs fail to gain local traction. This book describes how the
tenets of popular religion affect building and renovation practices and describes
how modernist attempts to suppress popular religion in Asia in the early and
mid-twentieth century impacted religious ‘heritage.’ Author Denis Byrne argues
that the campaign by archaeologists and heritage professionals against the private
collecting and ‘looting’ of antiquities in Asia largely ignores the regimes of value
which heritage discourse has helped erect and into which collectors and local
diggers play. Focussing on the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan but also
referencing China and other parts of Southeast Asia, richly detailed portraits are
provided of the way people live with ‘old things’ and are affected by them.
Narratives of the author’s fieldwork are woven into arguments built upon an
extensive and penetrating reading of the historical and anthropological literature.
The critical stance embodied in the title ‘counterheritage’ is balanced by the
optimism of the book’s vision of a different practice of heritage, advocating a
view of heritage objects as vibrant, agentic things enfolded in social practice
rather than as inert and passive surfaces subject to conservation.
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The claim that heritage practice in Asia is Eurocentric may be well-founded, but the view that local people in
Asia need to be educated by heritage practitioners and governments to properly conserve their heritage
distracts from the responsibility of educating oneself about the local-popular beliefs and practices which
constitute the bedrock of most people’s engagement with the material past. Written by an archaeologist who
has long had one foot in the field of heritage practice and another in the academic camp of archaeology and
heritage studies, Counterheritage is at once a forthright critique of current heritage practice in the Asian
arena and a contribution to this project of self-education.

Popular religion in Asia – including popular Buddhism and Islam, folk Catholicism, and Chinese deity cults
– has a constituency that accounts for a majority of Asia’s population, making its exclusion from heritage
processes an issue of social justice, but more pragmatically it explains why many heritage conservation
programs fail to gain local traction. This book describes how the tenets of popular religion affect building
and renovation practices and describes how modernist attempts to suppress popular religion in Asia in the
early and mid-twentieth century impacted religious ‘heritage.’ Author Denis Byrne argues that the campaign
by archaeologists and heritage professionals against the private collecting and ‘looting’ of antiquities in Asia
largely ignores the regimes of value which heritage discourse has helped erect and into which collectors and
local diggers play. Focussing on the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan but also referencing China and other
parts of Southeast Asia, richly detailed portraits are provided of the way people live with ‘old things’ and are
affected by them. Narratives of the author’s fieldwork are woven into arguments built upon an extensive and
penetrating reading of the historical and anthropological literature. The critical stance embodied in the title
‘counterheritage’ is balanced by the optimism of the book’s vision of a different practice of heritage,
advocating a view of heritage objects as vibrant, agentic things enfolded in social practice rather than as inert
and passive surfaces subject to conservation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An elegant and original exploration of heritage in Asia, Counterheritage effortlessly weaves together
ethnography, travelogue and critical insight into the practices of heritage to show how the ‘objects’ of
conservation are not passive or inert, but rather vibrant and efficacious ‘things’ which are intimately
involved in people’s everyday lifeworlds. Counterheritage provides crucial insights into the ways in
which alternative models to those which are regularly deployed by ‘global’ heritage management
agencies are at play in Asia, and their implications for local understandings of heritage and place. But
perhaps more importantly, this engagingly written and ultimately optimistic ethnography of heritage
provides an exciting new model for the critical exploration of heritage value, alongside an argument
for its relevance in the contemporary world." – Rodney Harrison, University College London, UK

About the Author

Denis Byrne is Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Culture and Society, University of Western
Sydney, Australia. He has worked in both the government and academic spheres of heritage conservation and
has been a leading contributor to critical debates on heritage issues in Southeast Asia and indigenous
Australia. He is co-editor (with Sue O’Connor and Sally Brockwell) of Transcending the Culture-Nature
Divide in Cultural Heritage (2013) and author of Surface Collection: Archaeological Travels in Southeast
Asia (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia
(Routledge Studies in Heritage) as the daily resource information.

Mary Moore:

The book untitled Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge
Studies in Heritage) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary



works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Lenora Hungate:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on
Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Annamarie Hernandez:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge
Studies in Heritage). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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