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History as an academic discipline has dramatically changed over the last few
decades and has become much more exciting and varied as aresult of ideas from
other disciplines, the influence of postmodernism and historians' incorporation of
their own theoretical reflectionsinto their work. The way history is studied at
university level can vary greatly from history at school or as represented in the
media and Doing History bridges that gap. Aimed at undergraduate and
postgraduate students of history thisisthe ideal introduction to studying history
as an academic subject at university.

Doing History presents the ideas and debates that shape how we do history today,
covering arguments about the nature of historical knowledge and the function of
historical writing, whether we can really ever know what happened in the past,
what sources historians depend on, and whether historians' versions of history
have more value than popular histories.

This practical and accessible introduction to the discipline introduces students to
these key discussions, familiarises them with the important terms and issues,
equips them with the necessary vocabulary and encourages them to think about,
and engage with, these questions. Clearly structured and accessibly written, it is
an essential volume for all students embarking on the study of history.
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History as an academic discipline has dramatically changed over the last few decades and has become much
more exciting and varied as aresult of ideas from other disciplines, the influence of postmodernism and
historians' incorporation of their own theoretical reflections into their work. The way history is studied at
university level can vary greatly from history at school or as represented in the media and Doing History
bridges that gap. Aimed at undergraduate and postgraduate students of history thisistheidea introduction to
studying history as an academic subject at university.

Doing History presents the ideas and debates that shape how we do history today, covering arguments about
the nature of historical knowledge and the function of historical writing, whether we can really ever know
what happened in the past, what sources historians depend on, and whether historians’ versions of history
have more value than popular histories.

This practical and accessible introduction to the discipline introduces students to these key discussions,
familiarises them with the important terms and issues, equips them with the necessary vocabulary and
encourages them to think about, and engage with, these questions. Clearly structured and accessibly written,
itisan essential volume for all students embarking on the study of history.
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Editorial Review

Review

'...what we ar e offered hereisan introduction to still relevant issuesfor students who, we must
remember, arereplenished perennially, in all their refreshing historiographical naivety ... theauthors
have succeeded in producing a worthwhileintroduction to ‘doing history’ for the 21st century; and it
isto be hoped that their book will replace some of those long outdated texts on historiography that
reappear so depressingly in bookshops at the beginning of each academic year, presumably at the
behest of tutorswho are pleased to ignore morerecent thinking on their subject ... Theory and
practice cometogether hereat last, and studentsreading the book will be exposed to exciting new
possibilities." - Beverley Southgate, University of Hertfordshire, UK

About the Author

Mark Donnelly isalecturer in history at St Mary’s University College. His research interestsinclude
contemporary culture, politics, memory and historiography. He is the author of Britain in the Second World
War (1999) and Sixties Britain: Culture, Society and Politics (2005). His article on Peter Whitehead's film
Wholly Communion will be published in the US journal Framework in 2011.

Claire Norton isalecturer in Islamic history at St Mary’s University College. Her research interests include
Muslim-Christian interactions, conversion practices, Ottoman representations of war, identity construction
and Ottoman literacy practices. She edited Nationalism, Historiography and the (Re)Construction of the Past
(Washington: New Academia Press, 2007)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
OliviaClinard:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Doing History (Doing... Series)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for al of you who
wants to end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Doing History (Doing... Series) become your own starter.

Earl Martinez:

Beside this specific Doing History (Doing... Series) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Doing History (Doing... Series) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you



have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Juanita Cooke:

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Doing History (Doing... Series). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Margaret James:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on socia media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It
isreferred to as of book Doing History (Doing... Series). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
crucia that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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