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Since the 1950s, when Pelé first started playing, soccer has been how the world
sees Brazil, but it is also how Brazilians see themselves. The essence of their
game isone in which prodigious individual skills outshine team tactics, where
dribbles and delicate flicks are preferred over physical challenges or long-
distance passes, where technique has all the elements of dance and, indeed, is
often described as such. At their best, Brazilian soccer players are both athletes
and artists. As Alex Bellos brilliantly revealsin his classic book, their game can
symbolize racial harmony, flamboyance, youth, innovation, and skill2in short, it's
amicrocosm of the country itself.

Bellos, aveteran journalist and author whose star has continued to rise since
Futebol was first published in 2002, revisits his search for what the great
Brazilian striker Ronaldo has called the "true truth” of the Brazilian way of life.
With an unerring eye for an illustrative story and a pitch-perfect ear for the
voices of the people he meets, Bellos uncovers the nuanced role soccer has
played in the history of Brazil and the lives of its people.

Updated and with a new chapter covering recent eventsin Brazil, this revised
edition of Futebol is perfectly timed to coincide with the 2014 World Cup, asthe
world turnsits rapt attention to Brazil and their Beautiful Game and the country
once again becomes the capital of "the world's game.”
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Since the 1950s, when Pelé first started playing, soccer has been how the world sees Brazil, but it is aso how
Brazilians see themselves. The essence of their game is one in which prodigious individual skills outshine
team tactics, where dribbles and delicate flicks are preferred over physical challenges or long-distance
passes, where technique has al the elements of dance and, indeed, is often described as such. At their best,
Brazilian soccer players are both athletes and artists. As Alex Bellos brilliantly revealsin his classic book,
their game can symbolize racial harmony, flamboyance, youth, innovation, and skill 7in short, it'sa
microcosm of the country itself.

Bellos, aveteran journalist and author whose star has continued to rise since Futebol was first published in
2002, revisits his search for what the great Brazilian striker Ronaldo has called the "true truth” of the
Brazilian way of life. With an unerring eye for an illustrative story and a pitch-perfect ear for the voices of
the people he meets, Bellos uncovers the nuanced role soccer has played in the history of Brazil and the lives
of its people.

Updated and with a new chapter covering recent eventsin Brazil, this revised edition of Futebol is perfectly
timed to coincide with the 2014 World Cup, as the world turns its rapt attention to Brazil and their Beautiful
Game and the country once again becomes the capital of "the world's game."
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Editorial Review
Review

“Compelling . . . Alternately funny and dark . . . Bellos offers a cast of characters as colorful as a Carnival
parade.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“It'sabonus that Bellos aim is not just to amuse, but to find meaning and context behind the spectacle. . .
Bellos weaves atapestry of contemporary Brazil from football threads as divergent as the great Pelé and the
glamorous Roza FC, perhaps the world's only all-transvestite team . . . rich and colorful.” ?New York
Newsday

“Required reading.” ?Soccer America

“Alex Bellostrace's [soccer's] evolution in Brazil, and emerges with a fascinating portrait of Brazil itself, a
land of deep contradictions and an even deeper love for the game that bridges those contradictions...With a
seasoned reporter's knack for dredging up curios, he unveils one variation on the game after another.” ?San
Antonio Express News

About the Author

Alex Bellos has a degree in mathematics and philosophy from Oxford University. He has worked for the
Guardian in London and Rio de Janeiro. In 2002, he wrote the critically acclaimed original edition of
Futebol and in 2006 ghostwrote Pelé's autobiography, which was a number one bestseller. He livesin
London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Raymond Phillips:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Sylvester:

The book untitled Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life contain alot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex ideawith easy means. The language is very clear to see al the people, so do not necessarily worry,



you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
period of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice examine.

Kathryn Hill:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Lifeis
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Soledad Neeley:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life was vibrant and
of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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