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This textbook is tightly focused on the problem of anthropogenic climate change.
It is unique among textbooks on climate change in that it combines an
introduction of the science with an introduction to the non-science issues such as
the economic and policy options. Unlike more purely descriptive textbooks, it
contains the quantitative depth that is necessary for an adequate understanding of
the science of climate change. The goal of the book is for a student to leave the
class ready to engage in the public policy debate on this issue. This is an
invaluable textbook for any introductory survey course on the science and policy
of climate change, for both non-science majors and introductory science students.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At last, a textbook about the scientific basis for global climate change that's well balanced, well written,
highly illuminating, and accessible to non-science majors."
Professor John M. Wallace, University of Washington

"Several years ago, Professor Andrew Dessler created an introductory course on climate change at Texas
A&M University for freshman and sophomores. This textbook is an outgrowth of the notes he used in
teaching that course. Last year while Andy was away I taught the course using his first draft of the book,
which was shared online with the students. Both the students and I very much enjoyed the course and the
notes. Andy is a natural teacher and writer with such an ease of presentation that he makes complex subjects
accessible by his clever use of everyday analogies. Climate change is a subject that Andy cares about
passionately, and he really cares about his reader as well. The book provides an expert's exposition of
climate change in all its facets, from ice sheets to options for public policy. While it is written primarily as a
textbook, it also provides excellent reading for any layperson interested in the subject."
Professor Gerald R. North, Texas A&M University

"Professor Dessler's book is written for 'undergraduate non-science majors'. He must believe in the
impossible - that he can bring a topic as complex as climate change into focus for students with little
background in science. However, I must say that Professor Dessler has succeeded! Students who read this
book will achieve a level of understanding of climate change that they may, first, "engage in an informed
debate of public policy"; second, understand the deep significance of Climategate; and third, explain and act
upon the recent explosion of public interest in climate change (wide coverage by the media, and huge UN
conferences, with more than 20,000 persons attending). To put this in perspective, Lord King, a former
scientific advisor to the British Prime Minister, is quoted as saying that 'No single issue, scientific or non-
scientific, has ever received as much attention from world leaders as climate change.' Why this upwelling of
interest? And how can society profit from it?"
Professor Ted Munn, University of Toronto

"The book reads extremely well: It uses stories, analogues, and examples to draw the reader into the story of
the science of our changing planet. Despite the complexity of the actual science, Dessler presents the
material in a clear manner and does it without drawing on mathematics any more difficult than simple
algebra. ..However, Introduction to Modern Climate Change does a better job than either of those books at
getting to the heart of the science and at analyzing the philosophies leading to possible policy options. I
recommend this book for anyone interested in learning more about climate change and the challenges it
presents to humanity."
Donald J. Wuebbles, Physics Today, November 2012

" The text provides a readable, concise summary of the science of climate change, but it is the nonscientific
aspects of the book that set it apart...Overall, I think this is a well-crafted textbook. The writing is very
accessible without being too simplistic. The combination of a broad overview of the science and policy of
climate change is both novel and appropriate for the intended audience: an introductory-level survey course
on climate change. Reading the book was a learning experience for me, and I would happily recommend this
book to anyone seeking an introduction to climate change."
Guillaume Mauger, Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society



About the Author
Andrew E. Dessler is a Professor in the Department of Atmospheric Sciences at Texas A&M University. He
received his Ph.D. in Chemistry from Harvard University in 1994. He did postdoctoral work at NASA's
Goddard Space Flight Center (1994-1996) and then spent nine years on the faculty of the University of
Maryland (1996-2005). In 2000, he worked as a Senior Policy Analyst in the White House Office of Science
and Technology Policy, where he collaborated with Ted Parson. Dessler's academic publications include
three books: The Chemistry and Physics of Stratospheric Ozone (Academic Press, 2000), The Science and
Politics of Global Climate Change: A Guide to the Debate (with Ted Parson, Cambridge University Press,
2006, 2010) and Introduction to Modern Climate Change (Cambridge University Press, 2012). He has also
published extensively in the scientific literature on stratospheric ozone depletion and the physics of climate.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Mota:

This Introduction to Modern Climate Change is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Introduction to Modern Climate Change in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Jillian Diaz:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Introduction to Modern Climate Change provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Annette Spafford:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Introduction to Modern
Climate Change which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.



Lisa Yang:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Introduction to Modern Climate Change was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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