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Species of the genus Pheidole are the most abundant and diverse ants of the New
World and range from the northern United States to Argentina. In this richly
illustrated book, Edward O. Wilson untangles its classification for the first time,
characterizing all 625 known species, 341 of which are new to science, and
ordering them into 19 species groups. The author's keys and drawings, the latter
showing complete body views arranged in the style of field books, allow rapid
identification by anyone with an elementary understanding of entomology. In
presenting all of Pheidole, the book covers one-fifth of the known ant species of
the Western Hemisphere, including many of the commonest forms.

Wilson also summarizes our knowledge of the natural history of each species,
much of it previously unpublished. In addition, he provides a general account of
hyperdiversity, confirming that it is not a statistical artifact but a genuine
biological phenomenon that can best be understood by detailed analyses of
groups of organisms such as the Pheidole ants.

An important innovation in this book is the inclusion of a CD-ROM containing
high-resolution digital images of the type specimens. The CD-ROM is designed
to allow quick retrieval of information such as known range, group membership,
measurements, and color. The CD-ROM thus will be useful in creating "instant"
field guides, comparison charts, and local checklists.
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Species of the genus Pheidole are the most abundant and diverse ants of the New World and range from the
northern United States to Argentina. In this richly illustrated book, Edward O. Wilson untangles its
classification for the first time, characterizing all 625 known species, 341 of which are new to science, and
ordering them into 19 species groups. The author's keys and drawings, the latter showing complete body
views arranged in the style of field books, allow rapid identification by anyone with an elementary
understanding of entomology. In presenting all of Pheidole, the book covers one-fifth of the known ant
species of the Western Hemisphere, including many of the commonest forms.

Wilson also summarizes our knowledge of the natural history of each species, much of it previously
unpublished. In addition, he provides a general account of hyperdiversity, confirming that it is not a
statistical artifact but a genuine biological phenomenon that can best be understood by detailed analyses of
groups of organisms such as the Pheidole ants.

An important innovation in this book is the inclusion of a CD-ROM containing high-resolution digital
images of the type specimens. The CD-ROM is designed to allow quick retrieval of information such as
known range, group membership, measurements, and color. The CD-ROM thus will be useful in creating
"instant" field guides, comparison charts, and local checklists.
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Editorial Review

Review
Edward O. Wilson, one of the great naturalists of our time, hatches big ideas from the study of very small
creatures. His newest book, Pheidole in the New World, surveys a genus of ants whose complexity and
evolutionary success are so extraordinary they have never before been fully described. (Boston Globe 2003-
02-25)

For the most part [it is] very hard to visualize and explain the entirely different scale of species diversity that
is encountered in the invertebrate world. Faced with an illustration and explanation such as Edward O.
Wilson's Pheidole in the New World, we can only be stunned...Wilson's monograph is the product of a master
craftsman. It reeks of authority. Opening sections explain anatomy, terminology and abbreviations. There are
100 pages of keys. Each one-page species treatment includes line drawings of the major and minor workers
in lateral view, frontal views of the heads, and details of the thorax and petiole; the location of the type-
specimens; the derivation of the name; diagnosis, measurements, colour, geographical range and biology.
Here are 624 treatments--a gigantic undertaking. And there is more. The CD is a searchable database that can
be used as an identification tool supplementary to the keys. Possible inputs are measurements, colour and
country of origin. Or the user can scroll between closely related species and compare high-resolution colour
images of the lateral views of major and minor workers and frontal views of heads. (Gaden S. Robinson
Times Literary Supplement 2004-07-30)

About the Author
Edward O. Wilson is Pellegrino University Professor, Emeritus, at Harvard University. In addition to two
Pulitzer Prizes (one of which he shares with Bert Hölldobler), Wilson has won many scientific awards,
including the National Medal of Science and the Crafoord Prize of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brier:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Pheidole in the New
World: A Dominant, Hyperdiverse Ant Genus. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Esther Ponce:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Pheidole in the New World:



A Dominant, Hyperdiverse Ant Genus book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

William Stewart:

This Pheidole in the New World: A Dominant, Hyperdiverse Ant Genus is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Pheidole in the New World: A Dominant, Hyperdiverse Ant Genus in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Elizabeth Givens:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Pheidole in the New World: A Dominant,
Hyperdiverse Ant Genus is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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