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“A haunting peek at thelife of ateenagegirl in 1950s New
Orleans.” --Entertainment Weekly

It's 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets,
seventeen-year-old Josie Moraineis silently stirring a pot of her own. Known
among locals as the daughter of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of life
than the Big Easy hasto offer. She devises a plan get out, but a mysterious death
in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an investigation that will challenge her
allegiance to her mother, her conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusque
madam on Conti Street.

Josieis caught between the dream of an elite college and a clandestine
underworld. New Orleans lures her in her quest for truth, dangling temptation at
every turn, and escalating to the ultimate test.

With characters as captivating as those in her internationally bestselling
novel Between Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys skillfully creates arich story of
secrets, lies, and the haunting reminder that decisions can shape our destiny.
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“A haunting peek at thelife of ateenagegirl in 1950s New Orleans.” --Entertainment Weekly

It's 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine
issilently stirring a pot of her own. Known among locals as the daughter of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants
more out of life than the Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan get out, but a mysterious death in the
Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, her
conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusgue madam on Conti Street.

Josieis caught between the dream of an elite college and a clandestine underworld. New Orleans lures her in
her quest for truth, dangling temptation at every turn, and escalating to the ultimate test.

With characters as captivating as those in her internationally bestselling novel Between Shades of Gray, Ruta
Sepetys skillfully creates arich story of secrets, lies, and the haunting reminder that decisions can shape our
destiny.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the Month, February 2013: The French Quarter of New Orleansin the 1950’s calls
from the pages of Out of the Easy, beckoning readers to enter a society of madams and debutantes, secrets
and desires. “ Sometimes we set off down aroad thinkin’ we're going one place and we end up another.” So
it isfor Josie Moraine, the daughter of a prostitute rooted in the underworld of the Quarter. Josie wants, more
than anything, to trade in the dangerous hand of jokers and pimps her mother laid out, for one filled with
books and alife away from the Big Easy. Populated by complex characters you come to love or loathe, but
either way can't stop thinking about (even months later), Sepetys beautifully delivers romance and menacein
equal parts and what looks to be a predictable ending turns out to be anything but. --Seira Wilson

From School Library Journa

Gr 9 Up-Against avivid 1950s New Orleans backdrop, 17-year-old Josie Moraine is caught between the
harsh reality of her negligent, prostitute mother's lifestyle and her desire to escape to anew life. Josieis
smart, resourceful, and determined. Her support group includes Willie, the shrewd brothel madam who
recognizes Josi€'s potential; Cokie, Willie's kind and devoted driver; Patrick, who runs the bookshop where
Josie works; Charlotte, an upscal e acquaintance who encourages Josie to join her at Smith College; and
Jesse, the handsome motorcyclist neighbor who has eyes only for Josie. When a mysterious death leads
police to Josie's mother and abusive boyfriend, the teen is drawn into the investigation and into an
underworld of threats, violence, and retribution. After her mother skips town, Josie is targeted to repay her
debt to apowerful criminal boss. As she triesto handle mounting adversity on her own, she struggles with
fear, desperation, and her conscience. Stealing from Willie or hooking up with awealthy john seem her only
choices for survival. Overwhelmed, she reveals her predicament to Willie, who saves her in afinal act of
generosity. Josi€'s narrative features a Dickensian array of characters; the mystique, ambience, and language
of the French Quarter; a suspenseful, action-packed story; and a coming-of-age realization that personal
decisions ultimately shape one's future. With dramatic and contextual flair, Sepetys introduces teens to
another memorable heroine.-Gerry Larson, formerly at Durham School of the Arts, NCa(c) Copyright 2011.
Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

In aradical departure from her first novel, Between Shades of Gray (2011), Sepetys second is partially set in
a1950s New Orleans brothel where Josie' s mother works as a prostitute. Humiliated, the 18-year-old fears
sheisdestined “for nothing more than a crummy life skirting the New Orleans underworld.” That
underworld looms larger when a murder occurs and it appears Josi€’' s mother may be complicit. Josie's
dream isto go to Smith College, but even if sheis admitted, how will she pay for it? Meanwhile, she finds
herself attracted to two very different young men: her best friend, clean-cut Patrick, with whom she works at
his father’ s bookstore, and “quietly mysterious” biker Jesse. Complicated? Y ou bet! Sepetys’ latest strongly
evokes 1950s radio soap operas, but despite over-the-top emotional pitch and stereotypical characters, thisis
nevertheless a page-turner that noir romance fans will gobble up like popcorn shrimp. HIGH-DEMAND
BACKSTORY: Thelegions of fans that Sepetys earned with her best-selling debut novel will al be lining up
for this. Grades 10-12, --Michael Cart

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Terri Wiggins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Out of the Easy.

Betty Borgen:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitabl e activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Out of the Easy?
Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

LindaHarris;

Out of the Easy can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing Out of the Easy although doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucia considering.

Michelle M orrow:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Out of the Easy this e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Hereis
why this book acceptable all of you.
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