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To find out why reasonable people are drawn to the seemingly bizarre practices
of magic and witchcraft, Tanya Luhrmann immersed herself in the secret lives of
Londoners who call themselves magicians. She came to know them as friends
and equals and was initiated into various covens and magical groups. She
explains the process through which once-skeptical individuals--educated,
middle-class people, frequently of high intelligence--become committed to the
ideas behind witchcraft and find magical ritual so compellingly persuasive. This
intriguing book draws some disturbing conclusions about the ambivalence of
belief within modern urban society.
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Editorial Review

Review

A groundbreaking study that nimbly interweaves Ms. Luhrmann's own magical adventures with
anthropological shoptalk, offering a systematic classification and analysis of modern magic, aswell as
judicious observations on the nature of belief...A formidable challenge that T. M. Luhrmann's book
implicitly poses[is] arigorous examination of the tenets of our own faith, ideas, dearest intellectual castles,
to find just where the foundations lie. To accomplish that would be magic enough for anyone. (Philip Zaleski
New York Times Book Review)

Raises questions about the way we think, believe, imagine, know, in a most fascinating way. (Rosemary
Dinnage New York Review of Books)

Anyone who likes to speculate about the nature of belief and the organization of belief systems, to learn
about the development and meanings of ritual, and to explore efforts toward creative self-realization will be
intrigued with the results of Luhrmann'simmersion in the several strains of modern British magic. (Michele
Slung Washington Post Book World)

L uhrmann has made amajor contribution to the study of magic, new religions, and the development of the
irrational within a culture that pridesitself on rationality. (Helen A. Berger Contemporary Sociology)

Such is the strength of Tanya Luhrmann's narrative that, by the end of the book, magic becomes a normal
and almost routine activity--just another way of channeling that desire for worship and that appetite for
symbolic ritual that human beings seem to possess. Since thisis an anthropological study the author has
many serious points to make about the relationship between practice and theory. (Peter Ackroyd London
Times)

This brilliant work provides the most wide-ranging sociological or anthropological investigation to date of
the interrelated witchcraft, ceremonial magic, and neo-pagan movements that are becoming increasingly
important in both Britain and the United States...No one interested in contemporary spirituality or the social
scientific study of religion can afford to miss this book. (Robert S. Ellwood Religious Studies Review)

About the Author
Tanya M. Luhrmann is Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of California, San Diego.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michadl Hamlin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Persuasions of
the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic in Contemporary England is our recommendation so you keep up with the



world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Evelyn Brown:

The ability that you get from Persuasions of the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic in Contemporary England is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Persuasions of the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magicin
Contemporary England giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Persuasions of
the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic in Contemporary England instantly.

Lorenzo Brown:

The publication untitled Persuasions of the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic in Contemporary England is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Persuasions of the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic
in Contemporary England from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Deanna Jackson:

Some people said that they fedl uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Persuasions of the Witch's Craft:
Ritual Magic in Contemporary England to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill
of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to
like to available abook and examine it. Beside that the book Persuasions of the Witch's Craft: Ritual Magic
in Contemporary England can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of that time.
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