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Traditionally identified with screwball comedies, Frank Capra has seldom been
considered a conduit for populist concerns and issues. In this book, Gehring
examines the influence of both Will Rogers and Frank Capra on modern populist
movies, providing important background on Capra's links to the crackerbarrel
personality of Rogers. He follows this theme forward, examining the populist
roots in such films as The Electric Horseman, Field of Dreams, Dave, Grand
Canyon, and others. A final chapter is a close-up of the contemporary, Capra-like
director, Ron Howard. The inclusion of a bibliography and selected filmography
makes this book an important contribution to film studies, popular culture, and
American humor.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Although narrow in size, the spectrum is broad in this fascinating study that links America's most home-
spun comic director with influences like Will Rogers and adherents like Ron Howard, not to mention films
like The Electric Horseman, Field of Dreams, Dave, and Grand Canyon. Mr. Gehring is well-versed in his
genre, and he makes his points cogently, even if purists will find the mention of Opie and the master in the
same breath is fairly sacrilegious." -  Films in Review

About the Author

WES D. GEHRING is Professor of Film at Ball State University, and the author of nine previous books: Leo
McCarey and the Comic Antihero in American Film (1980), Charlie Chaplin: A Bio-Bibliography (1983), W.
C. Fields: A Bio-Bibliography (1984), Srewball Comedy: A Genre of Madcap Romance (1986), The Marx
Brothers: A Bio-Bibliography (1987), Handbook of American Film Genres (1988), Laurel & Hardy: A Bio-
Bibliography (1990)

. B or Comforting Thoughts About the Bison: A Critical Biography of Robert Benchley (1992)

d Groucho and W.C. Fields: Huckster Comedians (1994). His essays, poems, and humor pieces have
appeared in numerous publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Populism and the Capra Legacy: (Contributions to the Study of
Popular Culture) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Yancey:

Often the book Populism and the Capra Legacy: (Contributions to the Study of Popular Culture) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.



Rosa Milliken:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Populism and the Capra Legacy: (Contributions to the Study of Popular
Culture). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mathew Casillas:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Populism and the Capra Legacy: (Contributions to the Study of Popular
Culture) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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