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State of the Nation: British Theatre since 1945 looks at post-war Britain from a
theatrical perspective. It examines the constant interplay between theatre and
society from the resurgent optimism of the Attlee years to the satire boom of the
Sixties and the growth of political theatre under Tony Blair in the post-Irag
period. Featuring detailed evaluations of writers from J. B. Priestly and Terence
Rattigan to Alan Bennett and David Hare, Billington is continuously insightful
and incisive. As Britain's longest-serving thestre critic Michael Billington is
uniquely placed to offer an authoritative overview of modern British theatre, and
the book offers a passionate defence of the dramatist as the medium's key
creative figure. Controversial, witty and informed, State of the Nation offersa
fresh and challenging look at the vast upheavals that have taken place in British
society, and the theatre which documents and challengesit, in the course of sixty
turbulent years. "[Billington] views his subject as a"vehicle of moral enquiry”
and brings to bear wide experience, astute opinion and diligent research to write
what for many might become the definitive book on theatre in the period between
the departures of Churchill and Blair...This book should be a must for Christmas
stocking of anyone interested in theatre in this country. It will give readers hours
of pleasure and in many cases, the odd splutter of indignation as a forthright
opinion does not fit in with their own. That is the mark of a good critic and
Michael Billington is one of the very best." (British Theatre Guide).
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period between the departures of Churchill and Blair...This book should be a must for Christmas stocking of
anyone interested in theatre in this country. It will give readers hours of pleasure and in many cases, the odd
splutter of indignation as a forthright opinion does not fit in with their own. That is the mark of agood critic
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Editorial Review

Review

Magisterial, informative and lively. Essential for anybody interested in theatre's recent history. The Times
Billington isfirst-rate when it comes to spotting themes in the diverse work he has seen, and his book is an
impressive monument to a professional life well spent. There is some superb critical analysis of individual
plays with Billington finding fresh things to say and he's excellent, too, on the creation and shifting fortunes
of the National Theatre and Royal Shakespeare Company. Daily Telegraph Billington has managed to
produce a compelling narrative history of 60 years of British theatre which is a pleasure to read. The
Economist Billington has produced an account of the theatre and of Britain which, like the art he rates most
highly, does not only reflect on what happens, but may influence it too. |ndependent

About the Author

Michael Billington has been theatre critic of the Guardian since 1971 and of Country Life since 1986. Heis
the author of biographies of Harold Pinter (newly revised this year) and Peggy Ashcroft, of critical studies of
Tom Stoppard and Alan Ayckbourn, of a celebration of Ken Dodd and a collection of reviews, One Night
Stands. He has al so edited Directors' Shakespeare: Twelfth Night and Stage and Screen Lives selected from
the Dictionary of National Biography. He frequently lectures and broadcasts on the arts, teaches dramafor
the University of Pennsylvaniaand isa Visiting Professor at King's College, London and an Honorary
Fellow of St Catherine's College, Oxford.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lou Bryant:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945. Try to make
the book State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945 as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel aone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Rosa Reid:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945 book is readable by you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving State of the
Nation: British Theatre Since 1945 content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you
continue to thinking State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945 is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?



Jennifer Wetzel:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Jack McCurdy:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book State of the Nation: British Theatre Since
1945 to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open
abook and read it. Beside that the reserve State of the Nation: British Theatre Since 1945 can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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