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The Grand Inquisitor’s Manual by nationally bestselling author Jonathan Kirsch
is a provocative popular history of the Inquisition, the 12th century reign of
church-sanctioned terror. Ranging from the Knights Templar to the first
Protestants, from Joan of Arc to Galileo, The Grand Inquisitor’s Manual is a
fascinating and sobering study of the torture and murder of hundreds of
thousands of “heretics” in God’s name—the original blueprints for persecution
originally drafted in the Middle Ages but followed for centuries afterwards, up to
and including the “advanced interrogation methods” recently employed at
Guantanamo Bay.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Mention the Inquisition to any informed person and you're likely to garner a response
somewhere between horror and disgust. Kirsch, a prolific writer and documenter of our past (A History of the
End of the World; Gods Against the Gods), offers up an amazing recounting of the abuses by clergy and state
in those terrible times. Clinical in its descriptions, the narrative's lively and crisp prose brings us right into
the torture chamber, shining a much-needed light into the mindset of the church and its representatives.
Alarmingly, the author insists that although the Inquisition is but a memory for us today, the inquisitional
mindset is alive and well. Kirsch discovers many examples in more modern and familiar history: the Salem
witch trials, Hitler's Germany, Roosevelt's placing Japanese-Americans in interment camps and Senator
McCarthy's Communist-hunting. All of these injustices, he says, find their root in the same sense of power
and privilege. Kirsch's forceful and cautionary account is essential reading for historians and anyone who
wants to understand the potential dark side of religion. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Kirsch offers up an amazing recounting of the abuses of clergy and state in those terrible times. Kirsch’s
powerful and cautionary account is essential reading for historians and anyone who wants to understand the
potential dark side of religion.” (Publishers Weekly, Starred Review)

“A scathing account of the Inquisition’s 600-year campaign to stifle religious dissent, as well as to persecute
various groups of people it branded as alien menaces to communal security.” –Los Angeles Times (Los
Angeles Times)

“Jonathan Kirsch is a fine storyteller with a flair for rendering ancient tales relevant and appealing to modern
audiences.” --Washington Post (Washington Post)

From the Back Cover

The Surprising History and Legacy of the Inquisition

The renowned historian and critic Jonathan Kirsch presents a sweeping history of the Inquisition and the
ways in which it has served as the chief model for torture in the West to this day. Ranging from the Knights
Templar to the first Protestants; from Joan of Arc to Galileo; from the Inquisition's immense power in Spain
after 1492, when the secret tribunals and torture chambers were directed for the first time against Jews and
Muslims, to the torture and murder of hundreds of thousands of innocent women during the Witch Craze;
and to the modern war on terror—Kirsch shows us how the Inquisition stands as a universal and ineradicable
reminder of how absolute power wreaks inevitable corruption.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Dolores Mika:

Here thing why this particular The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of God are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror
in the Name of God giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no book that similar with The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of
God. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of God in e-book
can be your alternate.

Alice Myers:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Grand
Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of God suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror
in the Name of Godis the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of
Terror in the Name of God publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Grand
Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of God as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Angela Yoder:

The book untitled The Grand Inquisitor's Manual: A History of Terror in the Name of God contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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