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Written by one of the country’s foremost urban historians, The Great Rent Wars
tells the fascinating but little-known story of the battles between landlords and
tenants in the nation’s largest city from 1917 through 1929. These conflicts were
triggered by the post-war housing shortage, which prompted landlords to raise
rents, drove tenants to go on rent strikes, and spurred the state legislature, a
conservative body dominated by upstate Republicans, to impose rent control in
New York, a radical and unprecedented step that transformed landlord-tenant
relations.
 
The Great Rent Wars traces the tumultuous history of rent control in New York
from its inception to its expiration as it unfolded in New York, Albany, and
Washington, D.C. At the heart of this story are such memorable figures as Al
Smith, Fiorello H. La Guardia, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, as well as a host of
tenants, landlords, judges, and politicians who have long been forgotten.
Fogelson also explores the heated debates over landlord-tenant law, housing
policy, and other issues that are as controversial today as they were a century
ago.
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Written by one of the country’s foremost urban historians, The Great Rent Wars tells the fascinating but
little-known story of the battles between landlords and tenants in the nation’s largest city from 1917 through
1929. These conflicts were triggered by the post-war housing shortage, which prompted landlords to raise
rents, drove tenants to go on rent strikes, and spurred the state legislature, a conservative body dominated by
upstate Republicans, to impose rent control in New York, a radical and unprecedented step that transformed
landlord-tenant relations.
 
The Great Rent Wars traces the tumultuous history of rent control in New York from its inception to its
expiration as it unfolded in New York, Albany, and Washington, D.C. At the heart of this story are such
memorable figures as Al Smith, Fiorello H. La Guardia, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, as well as a host of
tenants, landlords, judges, and politicians who have long been forgotten. Fogelson also explores the heated
debates over landlord-tenant law, housing policy, and other issues that are as controversial today as they
were a century ago.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A powerful history of a remarkable contest over the governance of the housing market in New York
City from World War I to the eve of the Great Depression. A highly original contribution to our
understanding of American urban politics."—Elizabeth Blackmar, Columbia University, author
of Manhattan for Rent, 1785–1850
(Elizabeth Blackmar 2013-03-05)

“A must-read for understanding urban housing issues not just in New York but across the nation, The Great
Rent Wars provides an in-depth analysis of the notoriously complex relationship between landlords and
tenants in America’s largest city. This is a meticulously researched study about a subject that troubles us
almost a century later." —Lisa Keller, Purchase College, State University of New York, executive
editor, The Encyclopedia of New York City
(Lisa Keller 2013-07-19)

“[Fogelson’s] thorough research and meticulous documentation will be a gold mine for fellow urban
historians.”—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

“Mr. Fogelson's book, while scholarly in tone and approach, provides a readable guide to these difficult
years that will appeal to readers beyond the academy.”–Wall Street Journal
(Wall Street Journal)

About the Author

Robert M. Fogelson was born and raised in New York City. He is professor of urban studies and history at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and author of several books, most recently Downtown: Its Rise
and Fall, 1880–1930, and Bourgeois Nightmares: Suburbia, 1870–1950, both published by Yale University
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Griffin:

Here thing why this specific The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Great Rent Wars: New York,



1917-1929 in e-book can be your substitute.

Joseph Benoit:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 as the daily
resource information.

Sandra Mendoza:

The book The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 will bring one to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book
very suitable to you. The book The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Katrina Hering:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Great Rent Wars: New York, 1917-1929 can make you experience more
interested to read.
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