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From Neolithic painted petroglyphs, early paintings on silk, and landscapes by
twelfth-century literati to the traditional handscrolls being produced today,
Chinese painting has always had the power to enthrall. This magnificent book,
written by a team of eminent international scholars, is the first to recount the
history of Chinese painting over a span of some three thousand years. Drawing
on museum collections, archives, and archaeological sites in China—including
many resources never before available to Western scholars—as well as on
collections in other countries, the authors present and analyze the very best
examples of Chinese painting: more than 300 of them are reproduced here in
color. Both accessible to the general reader and revelatory for the scholar, the
book provides the most up-to-date and detailed history of China’s pictorial art
available today.
In this book the authors rewrite the history of Chinese art wherever it is
found—in caves, temples, or museum collections. They begin by grounding the
Western reader in Chinese traditions and practices, showing in essence how to
look at a Chinese painting. They then shed light on such topics as the
development of classical and narrative painting, the origins of the literati
tradition, the flowering of landscape painting, and the ways the traditions of
Chinese painting have been carried into the present day. The book, which
concludes with a glossary of techniques and terms and a list of artists by dynasty,
is an essential resource for all lovers of, or newcomers to, Chinese painting.
Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting is the inaugural volume in a new
series, The Culture & Civilization of China, a joint publishing venture of Yale
University Press and the American Council of Learned Societies with the China
International Publishing Group in Beijing. The undertaking will ultimately result
in the publication of more than seventy-five volumes on the visual arts, classical
literature, language, and philosophy, as well as several comprehensive reference
volumes.
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From Neolithic painted petroglyphs, early paintings on silk, and landscapes by twelfth-century literati to the
traditional handscrolls being produced today, Chinese painting has always had the power to enthrall. This
magnificent book, written by a team of eminent international scholars, is the first to recount the history of
Chinese painting over a span of some three thousand years. Drawing on museum collections, archives, and
archaeological sites in China—including many resources never before available to Western scholars—as
well as on collections in other countries, the authors present and analyze the very best examples of Chinese
painting: more than 300 of them are reproduced here in color. Both accessible to the general reader and
revelatory for the scholar, the book provides the most up-to-date and detailed history of China’s pictorial art
available today.
In this book the authors rewrite the history of Chinese art wherever it is found—in caves, temples, or
museum collections. They begin by grounding the Western reader in Chinese traditions and practices,
showing in essence how to look at a Chinese painting. They then shed light on such topics as the
development of classical and narrative painting, the origins of the literati tradition, the flowering of
landscape painting, and the ways the traditions of Chinese painting have been carried into the present day.
The book, which concludes with a glossary of techniques and terms and a list of artists by dynasty, is an
essential resource for all lovers of, or newcomers to, Chinese painting.
Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting is the inaugural volume in a new series, The Culture &
Civilization of China, a joint publishing venture of Yale University Press and the American Council of
Learned Societies with the China International Publishing Group in Beijing. The undertaking will ultimately
result in the publication of more than seventy-five volumes on the visual arts, classical literature, language,
and philosophy, as well as several comprehensive reference volumes.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This book is a rare feat: seldom is an art history--much less an ambitious, 400-page chronicle of one of the
great cultural achievements of the last three millennia--as much a delight for the amateur lover of art as it is
indispensable for the student of the field. Written by three eminent specialists in the United States and three
in China, Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting combines the best of both countries' scholarly
approaches with new discoveries and illustrations of numerous paintings located in China and previously
little known abroad.

Insightful, often lively discussions tell the story in six chapters, mostly dynastic, after briefly giving two
"approaches" to Chinese painting. History, politics, biography, and training get their proper due and are
complemented by often-detailed analyses of individual artworks. Close attention to the text and the 300 color
and 25 black-and-white illustrations enable the reader to "see" these paintings--which are often constructed
on different perceptual and cultural premises than the post-Renaissance and photographic images by which
most Westerners structure their visual vocabulary. The glossary and other tools are welcome aids; the list of
artists is organized by period and offers their names in the two most common romanization systems as well
as in Chinese characters. And to read James Cahill on the Ni Zan paintings that may at first appear
uninviting, or Lang Shaojun on the proportionally numerous 20th-century painters, is a real adventure for
both the eye and the mind.

Anyone with more than a passing interest in one of the world's most esteemed art traditions--be they a
Sunday museumgoer or a confirmed lover of the gnarly pines set amidst the towering mountains of the
Song-period masters--will want this book in their library. --Joseph N. Newland

From Library Journal
In this major work of scholarship, six top China scholars from the United States and China present their
varied assessments as well as a panoramic view on the development of Chinese pictorial arts grounded in
Chinese cultural tradition and artistic practice. Through analyzing masterpieces from Neolithic painted
petroglyphs, early paintings on silk, and landscapes by 12th-century literati to traditional handscrolls created
in modern times, the authors showcase the riches of Chinese pictorial heritage. Comprehensively covering
mainstream traditional Chinese paintings, they also touch upon often neglected areas such as women artists
and works featuring common people, though folk paintings are not mentioned. The inclusion of more than
250 stunningly beautiful color plates and 75 black-and-white reproductions make this one of the most
complete and best-illustrated works on the topic of Chinese pictorial art available to both general readers and
scholars. The inaugural volume of a projected 75-volume series on Chinese culture, this is highly
recommended for all academic and larger public libraries.?Lucia S. Chen, NYPL
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
``One should learn from nature and paint the image in one's mind.'' No, this is not the credo of a Western
impressionist but of Zhang Zao, an eighth-century Chinese painter. Anyone familiar with the ethereal nature
of the landscape painting, the delicacy of bird, branch, and flower in pen-and-ink drawings, will recognize
the influence of Zhang Zao's notion in Chinese painting. As Barnhart, an art historian at Yale, and his
collaborators (several of them on the staff of the Palace Museum in Beijing) show, this artistic tradition has



its origins in the Asian equivalent of the Lascaux cave paintings, dating back to the Neolithic era. The history
of this exceptional art, its practitioners and their technique, and the metaphorical significance attributed to
the artworks are all discussed in illuminating detail, ending with the contemporary neoclassical works that
draw on tradition but add a modern flavor. The text is accompanied by 300 fine color and 25 black-and-white
reproductions of extraordinary works, many never before available in the West. Consider this the Janson's of
Chinese painting. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Here thing why this kind of Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Three
Thousand Years of Chinese Painting. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Three Thousand Years of Chinese
Painting in e-book can be your substitute.

Elizabeth Hart:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Three Thousand Years of
Chinese Painting book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Pamela Rhodes:

Often the book Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Robin Harvey:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with



their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Three Thousand Years of Chinese Painting.
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