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A History of Islamic Societies provides an authoritative and comprehensive
treatment of the civilisations and patterns of life of Muslims throughout the
world. Part I deals with the formative era of Islamic civilisation from the
revelation of the Qur'an to the Thirteenth century and examines the
transformation of Islam from a complex of doctrines and cultural systems into the
organising principles of Middle Eastern Society. Part II traces the creation of
similar societies in the Balkans, North Africa, Central Asia, China, India,
Southeast Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Part III considers the transformation of
these societies under the forces of technological change, industrial revolution and
European imperialism. It describes the emergence of modern economies, national
states and secular ideologies in Muslim countries and seeks to assess the role of
past Islamic institutions and present Islamic movements in the shaping of
contemporary Muslim society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Respected scholar Lapidus here emphasizes what he argues to be the distinctive features of Islamic
societiesthe developments of communal, religious, and political institutions. The book's first section deals
with the Islamic transformation of traditional Middle Eastern societies; the second, the diffusion of Middle
Eastern Islam to other regions; and the last, the disruptions of Muslim societies with the collapse of the
Islamic empire and European domination. The book covers Africa and Central and Southern Asia as well as
the Middle East. Recommended for all research and general library collections. J. Anthony Gardner,
California State Univ., Northridge
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'... a brilliant tour de force ... For anyone, student or professor, who wishes to grasp the special quality of
Islamic history and its bearing on the present problems of Islamic societies, this book should be their place of
first resort.' Francis Robinson, History Today

About the Author
Ira M. Lapidus was Professor of Islamic history at the University of California at Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Jean:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A History of Islamic Societies, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Harold Houston:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A History of
Islamic Societies which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Renee Middleton:

This A History of Islamic Societies is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some



information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A History of Islamic Societies can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Marion Richey:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book A History of Islamic Societies we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book A History of Islamic Societies. You can
more desirable than now.
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