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This book investigates the nature of generalization in language and examines
how language is known by adults and acquired by children. It looks at how and
why constructions are learned, the relation between their forms and functions,
and how cross-linguistic and language-internal generalizations about them can be
explained.

Constructions at Work is divided into three parts: in the first Professor Goldberg
provides an overview of constructionist approaches, including the constructionist
approach to argument structure, and argues for a usage-based model of grammar.
In Part 11 she addresses issues concerning how generalizations are constrained
and constructional generalizations are learned. In Part |11 the author shows that a
combination of function and processing accounts for awide range of language-
internal and cross-linguistic generalizations. She then considers the degree to
which the function of constructions explains their distribution and examines
cross-linguistic tendencies in argument realization. She demonstrates that
pragmatic and cognitive processes account for the data without appeal to
stipulations that are language-specific.

This book is an important contribution to the study of how language operatesin
the mind and in the world and how these operations relate. It is of central interest
for scholars and graduate-level studentsin al branches of theoretical linguistics
and psycholinguistics. It will also appeal to cognitive scientists and philosophers
concerned with language and its acquisition.
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This book investigates the nature of generalization in language and examines how language is known by
adults and acquired by children. It looks at how and why constructions are learned, the relation between their
forms and functions, and how cross-linguistic and language-internal generalizations about them can be
explained.

Constructions at Work is divided into three parts: in the first Professor Goldberg provides an overview of
constructionist approaches, including the constructionist approach to argument structure, and argues for a
usage-based model of grammar. In Part |1 she addresses issues concerning how generalizations are
constrained and constructional generalizations are learned. In Part |11 the author shows that a combination of
function and processing accounts for awide range of language-internal and cross-linguistic generalizations.
She then considers the degree to which the function of constructions explains their distribution and examines
cross-linguistic tendencies in argument realization. She demonstrates that pragmatic and cognitive processes
account for the data without appeal to stipulations that are language-specific.

This book is an important contribution to the study of how language operates in the mind and in the world
and how these operations relate. It is of central interest for scholars and graduate-level studentsin all
branches of theoretical linguistics and psycholinguistics. It will also appeal to cognitive scientists and
philosophers concerned with language and its acquisition.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Constructions at Work --clear, engaging, and persuasive --is recommended for anyone who isinterested in
understanding grammar. All linguists, in other words." --Language

"[Adele Goldberg] has written an excellent book in which she manages to bring together evidence from a
variety of different sources to erect a building where constructionsin a systemic network on the one hand
and general cognitive abilities on the other hold so much weight. Constructions at Work is a must-have book.
The author's elegance and clarity of vision, her knowledge of research beyond linguistics proper, aswell as
her empathy with the reader and her honesty about the no-so-clear cases, are engaging. The book's broad
cognitive orientation makes it al the more appetizing.” --Folia Linguistica

"Usage-based construction grammar provides an excellent framework for tracking the development from
specific to general patternsin child language. Goldberg's book is an accessible demonstration of how
constructionist approaches, combined with certain cognitive, semantic, and pragmatic factors, provide a
viable means of describing both adult and child language without innate universals and abstract underlying
structures." --Journal of Child Language

"Constructions at Work is a"must have"' volume. Rarely has a linguist combined expertise of such ahigh
standard from different disciplines such as theoretical linguistics, psycholinguistics, and cognitive
psychology. Goldberg brings language and the extra-linguistics world one step closer together, and reveals
how, in asimple yet brilliant way, our brains may transform cognition into communication." --Linguist List

"In Adele Goldberg's new book, Construction Grammar comes of age. Goldberg combines traditional
linguistic argumentation with all the tools of cognitive science: statistical and corpus-based analysis, data
from experiments on processing and language acquisition (many carried out by the author herself), and
evidence from broader-based phenomenain cognition. The vision of language embodied in Constructions at
Work emerges as a robust alternative to mainstream thought in linguistics, one that maintains high
aspirations to explanation in psychological aswell as crosslinguistic terms."--Ray Jackendoff, Professor of
Philosophy and Co-Director, Center for Cognitive Studies, Tufts University

"Bursting with original ideas--areal testament to the richness and power of the constructionist approach, and
required reading for anyone interested in psychologically plausible models of grammar."--Michael
Tomasello, Co-Director, Wolfgang Kd"ohler Primate Research Center, Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology



"Thisis an extremely important book that marks a significant advance in language science. Goldberg asks
two deep questions: How do learners acquire generalizations that make it possible to produce and
comprehend utterances outside their direct experience? and Why are languages the way they are? She brings
an impressive array of data to bear on these issues, including language-internal facts, cross-linguistic
patterns, and psycholinguistic experiments. In the process, she successfully confronts a number of difficult
challenges head on, dealing with severa long-standing and difficult phenomena. The result is deeply
satisfying. Even more, it is convincing."--Jeffrey L. ElIman, Chancellors' Associates Distinguished Professor
of Cognitive Science, University of California, San Diego

About the Author
Adele E. Goldberg is Professor of Linguistics at Princeton University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steven Stockton:

This Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language can bring when you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Leroy Torres:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Constructions at
Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michael Parker:

This Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language is great publication for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make

decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it



only offersyou straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So, thisis certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Issac Molina;

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is
identified as of book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for aother place.

Download and Read Online Constructions at Work: The Natur e of
Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg #2 COXEU2VT9J



Read Constructionsat Work: The Natur e of Generalization in
L anguage By Adele Goldberg for online ebook

Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg Free PDF dOwnlOad,
audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top booksto read Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele
Goldberg booksto read online.

Online Constructionsat Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele
Goldberg ebook PDF download

Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg Doc
Constructionsat Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg M obipocket
Constructionsat Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg EPub

ZCOXEU2VT9J: Constructionsat Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language By Adele Goldberg



