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From the Romantic period's star circle, the story of its saddest casualty--Fanny
Wollstonecraft, daughter of an original feminist, sister of a literary star, and
hopeful object of a poet's affection, dead of suicide at the age of nineteen.

Little contemporary information was written about Fanny Wollstonecraft, whose
mother Mary Wollstonecraft's scandalous life scarred Fanny's possibilities before
she was even born. Deserted by her father, yet reared by Mary's husband William
Godwin, Fanny barely had a chance to adjust when her mother died from giving
birth to the legitimate and lovely Mary. Fanny was always considered the
ungainly one, the plain one, the less intelligent one. Finally her imagination was
sparked by the arrival of Percy Bysshe Shelley to the Godwin household. Her
infatuation was quickly shattered when Shelley, like so many before him, chose
the company of her sister instead, and though Fanny bore this rejection bravely,
she was never quite the same after Mary and Shelley eloped along with her step-
sister Claire--who would later track down and seduce Lord Byron.

Awash in a sea of sexual radicals, Fanny acted as personal assistant and go-
between to this den of hedonists, shuttling information from one faction to the
other, covering her sister's lies and creating fabrications of her own. She
ultimately ended her life alone in a Welsh seaside hotel, an empty bottle of
laudanum and an unsigned note by her side.

Janet Todd's meticulously researched and brilliantly told rendering of this life
give fresh and fascinating insight to the Shelley-Byron world even as it draws
Fanny out of the shadows of her mother's and sister's stunning careers.
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From the Romantic period's star circle, the story of its saddest casualty--Fanny Wollstonecraft, daughter of
an original feminist, sister of a literary star, and hopeful object of a poet's affection, dead of suicide at the age
of nineteen.

Little contemporary information was written about Fanny Wollstonecraft, whose mother Mary
Wollstonecraft's scandalous life scarred Fanny's possibilities before she was even born. Deserted by her
father, yet reared by Mary's husband William Godwin, Fanny barely had a chance to adjust when her mother
died from giving birth to the legitimate and lovely Mary. Fanny was always considered the ungainly one, the
plain one, the less intelligent one. Finally her imagination was sparked by the arrival of Percy Bysshe Shelley
to the Godwin household. Her infatuation was quickly shattered when Shelley, like so many before him,
chose the company of her sister instead, and though Fanny bore this rejection bravely, she was never quite
the same after Mary and Shelley eloped along with her step-sister Claire--who would later track down and
seduce Lord Byron.

Awash in a sea of sexual radicals, Fanny acted as personal assistant and go-between to this den of hedonists,
shuttling information from one faction to the other, covering her sister's lies and creating fabrications of her
own. She ultimately ended her life alone in a Welsh seaside hotel, an empty bottle of laudanum and an
unsigned note by her side.

Janet Todd's meticulously researched and brilliantly told rendering of this life give fresh and fascinating
insight to the Shelley-Byron world even as it draws Fanny out of the shadows of her mother's and sister's
stunning careers.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. It is little surprise that there has been no major biography of Fanny Wollstonecraft—first
daughter, by an American lover, of brilliant feminist theorist Mary Wollstonecraft and elder half-sister of
Frankenstein author Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley. Fanny produced no books, lived in the shadow of others
and found her feelings for Percy Bysshe Shelley ignored, as the poet favored, then married, Mary. Fanny
spent a great deal of time as a go-between, helping smooth over the endless sexual and social intrigues of the
Shelley and Byron circle. Realizing none of her own dreams, she committed suicide in 1816 at the age of 22.
There are moments of terrific insight, such as Mary's odd, confused reaction to Fanny's death and her
transforming Fanny into the ill-fated servant girl Justine in Frankenstein, who is unjustly accused of killing a
child. Todd has rescued Fanny from ill-deserved obscurity, yet the biography is more of a meditation on the
role of all of the women in Byron and Shelley's circle, and its power lies in Todd's soundly and generously
feminist reimagining of these women's lives. Not only a splendid work of feminist history, this is an
important addition to late 18th- and early 19-century literary criticism. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Janet Todd is Professor of English Literature at the University of Aberdeen, and the author of many books on
early women writers, including the biographies Mary Wollstonecraft and The Secret Life of Aphra Behn. She
lives in Glasgow, Scotland, and Cambridge, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Death and the Maidens: Fanny
Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jacqueline Gore:

The book Death and the Maidens: Fanny Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Death and the Maidens: Fanny
Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



John Harrison:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Death
and the Maidens: Fanny Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Death and the Maidens: Fanny Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Royce Woods:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Death and the Maidens: Fanny Wollstonecraft and the
Shelley circle can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Death
and the Maidens: Fanny Wollstonecraft and the Shelley circle.
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