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Now in paperback, the story of an African American girl who uses her
resourcefulness and creativity to help keep her friend's neighborhood bookstore
from going out of business

Destiny loves words, and her favourite place in the world is Mrs. Wade's
bookstore, where words abound. On Saturdays, Destiny helps Mrs. Wade at the
store, and at day's end they relax together, drinking tea and reading. Then one
Saturday Mrs. Wade does not seem her usual self, and Destiny later learns the
store may have to close.

Destiny is determined not to let this happen. As she rallies the community to help
keep the store open, she also creates an imaginative journal for Mrs. Wade that
captures the warmth and specia magic of the store forever.
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Now in paperback, the story of an African American girl who uses her resourcefulness and cregtivity to help
keep her friend's neighborhood bookstore from going out of business

Destiny loves words, and her favourite place in the world is Mrs. Wade's bookstore, where words abound.
On Saturdays, Destiny helps Mrs. Wade at the store, and at day's end they relax together, drinking tea and
reading. Then one Saturday Mrs. Wade does not seem her usual self, and Destiny later learns the store may
have to close.

Destiny is determined not to let this happen. As she rallies the community to help keep the store open, she
also creates an imaginative journal for Mrs. Wade that captures the warmth and special magic of the store
forever.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 1-3-A hittersweet ode to a beloved bookstore that is threatened with closure. Destiny loves words, and
the store's owner has long fostered that love by allowing the girl to hang around, encouraging her to learn
new words and letting her help stock shelves and water the plants. Their special relationship may come to an
end, however, when Destiny learns that Mrs. Wade can no longer afford the rent. This quiet, evocative book
clearly reflects the special sense of community that awonderful neighborhood bookstore can bring.
However, there are no pat solutions here; the story ends with the closure still looming in spite of a
community effort to appeal to the landlord and raise funds. The only resolution is Destiny's gift, a gift of
wordsin the form of a story she has written for Mrs. Wade. Collage illustrations in soothing tones are a bit
static, yet combine lovely, textured papers with pencil enhancements to create a warm, multicultural
environment compl ete with well-stocked bookstore shelves. Pair this story with Arthur Levine's Pearl
MoscowitZs Last Sand (Morrow, 1993; 0.p.) to spark a conversation about the importance of community
involvement. Though not an essential purchase, a worthwhile addition nonetheless—Teri Markson, Stephen
S Wise Temple Elementary School, Los Angeles

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

PreS-Gr. 2. Thelocal children's bookstore is a specia place for Destiny, who visits there and helps out after
school and on weekends. She has a close bond with the owner, Mrs. Wade, who shares books and talks about
the magic of words and stories. Then the rent goes up and the store may have to close, and that galvanizes
Destiny and her parents to organize the neighborhood with fund-raisers and demonstrations to try to save the
store. The characters are idyllic, but there's no slick solution: it's never certain that the store will remain
open. Burrowes clear, bright collages of cut paper, watercolor, and acrylics show individualsin avital
African American neighborhood, and the bookstore is alively place with shelves of books displayed on
almost every page. Many kids will relate to the adult who brings them the gift of story--at home, at school, at
the library, or at the bookstore. Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Destiny loves words and, thus, loves Mrs. Wade and her bookstore. She visits Mrs. Wade at the bookstore
twice aweek to share stories, tea and cookies. But she's faced with the dilemma of Mrs. Wade closing up
shop. This, of course, is unacceptable, so Destiny, with the assistance of her parents rallies the neighborhood
in support of Mrs. Wade. As Destiny tries to save the store, she reflects on what makes it so important to her
and shares these sentiments with Mrs. Wade in the form of abook she creates. Burrowes's paper give the
characters athree dimensional fedl...Still there are clever uses of familiar titles tucked into the books on the
shelves and the feeling between Destiny and Mrs. Wade is clear. Asthe story ends, the future of the
bookstore is still unclear, but everyone will understand the importance of books and the people who know
and love them." -Kirkus Reviews

"A bittersweet ode to a beloved bookstore that is threatened with closure. Destiny loves words, and the
store's owner has long fostered that love by allowing the girl to hang around, encouraging her to learn new
words and letting her help stock shelves and water the plants. Their special relationship may come to an end,
however, when Destiny learns that Mrs. Wade can no longer afford the rent. This quiet, evocative book
clearly reflects the special sense of community that a wonderful neighborhood bookstore can bring.
However, there are no pat solutions here; the story ends with the closure still looming in spite of a
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community effort to appeal to the landlord and raise funds. The only resolution is Destiny's gift, a gift of
words in the form of a story she has written for Mrs. Wade. Collage illustrations in soothing tones... combine
lovely, textured papers with pencil enhancements to create a warm, multicultural environment compl ete with
well-stocked bookstore shelves. Pair this story with Arthur Levine's Pearl Moscowitz's Last Stand (Morrow,
1993; 0.p.) to spark a conversation about the importance of community involvement. . . . A worthwhile
addition." -School Library Journal --Publishers Weekly

"Thelocal children's bookstore is a specia place for Destiny, who visits there and helps out after school and
on weekends. She has a close bond with the owner, Mrs. Wade, who shares books and talks about the magic
of words and stories. Then the rent goes up and the store may have to close, and that galvanizes Destiny and
her parents to organize the neighborhood with fund-raisers and demonstrations to try to save the store. The
characters are idyllic, but there's no slick solution; it's never certain that the store will remain open.
Burrowes clear, bright collages of cut paper, watercolor and acrylics show individuasin avital African
American neighborhood, and the bookstore is alively place with shelves of books displayed on almost every
page. Many kids will relate to the adult who brings them the gift of a story-at home, at schoal, at the library,
or at the bookstore." -Booklist --Booklist

"Tarpley (I Love My Hair!) and Burrowes (Grandma's Purple Flowers) deliver alove letter-to al youngsters
who embrace the world of words, and to the independent booksellers who nurture their passion. Narrator
Destiny, an aspiring writer and avid reader, makes her second home in the neighborhood bookstore owned
by Mrs. Wade. Destiny's friend and mentor, Mrs. Wade is charismatic and stylish; working in collage,
Burrowes gives the woman cut-paper silver dreadlocks that seem to bristle with creative energy. . .The first-
person narrative captures Destiny's girlish voice and idealism, her budding observational powers and the way
in which she, like all voracious readers, finds a magic in books that's independent of the words within their
covers (‘Sometimes I'd open a book, stick my nose in between the pages, and take a big whif --School
Library Journa

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hubert Ray:

This Destiny's Gift usualy are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of
this Destiny's Gift can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge.
Thisbook is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Destiny's Gift forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity.
So, let'shave it appreciate reading.

Nicol Thomas:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to



consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Destiny's Gift can be fine book to read. May beit can be
best activity to you.

Stacia Cobb:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Destiny's Gift is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Allison Morales;

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Destiny's Gift to make your
own reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to open abook and study it. Beside that the e-book
Destiny's Gift can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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