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Like many other immigrants who have come to melting-pot America, Japanese
Americans have experienced radical shifts in fortune. From the farms and small
businesses founded by the first arrivals in the early years of this century, to the
trauma of the relocation camps during World War II, to the search for new values
in a heterogeneous society, each generation of Japanese Americans has had to
confront its own challenges.

Exploring the relationships among the Issei (first generation), Nisei (second
generation), and Sansei (third generation), playwright Philip Kan Gotanda has
crafted four powerful dramas. Japanese American family life is at the heart of the
plays, from elder traditionalists and Nisei still troubled by the message of the
wartime camps, to women seeking new roles and brash youth seizing
opportunities in a larger society. The four plays included are “Song for a Nisei
Fisherman”, “Fish Head Soup”, “The Wash”, and “Yankee Dawg You Die.”

Throughout these dramas, many facets of Japanese American life are revealed as
compelling characters interact. Gotanda understands and sensitively depicts the
stresses this traditional culture endures, not only in its relation to the
heterogeneous society that surrounds it but also among the generations that
comprise it. An introduction by Michael Omi, assistant professor of Asian
American Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, considers the sources
of the plays in Gotanda’s personal history.
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Like many other immigrants who have come to melting-pot America, Japanese Americans have experienced
radical shifts in fortune. From the farms and small businesses founded by the first arrivals in the early years
of this century, to the trauma of the relocation camps during World War II, to the search for new values in a
heterogeneous society, each generation of Japanese Americans has had to confront its own challenges.

Exploring the relationships among the Issei (first generation), Nisei (second generation), and Sansei (third
generation), playwright Philip Kan Gotanda has crafted four powerful dramas. Japanese American family life
is at the heart of the plays, from elder traditionalists and Nisei still troubled by the message of the wartime
camps, to women seeking new roles and brash youth seizing opportunities in a larger society. The four plays
included are “Song for a Nisei Fisherman”, “Fish Head Soup”, “The Wash”, and “Yankee Dawg You Die.”

Throughout these dramas, many facets of Japanese American life are revealed as compelling characters
interact. Gotanda understands and sensitively depicts the stresses this traditional culture endures, not only in
its relation to the heterogeneous society that surrounds it but also among the generations that comprise it. An
introduction by Michael Omi, assistant professor of Asian American Studies at the University of California,
Berkeley, considers the sources of the plays in Gotanda’s personal history.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Throughout these dramas, many facets of Japanese American life are revealed as compelling characters
interact. Gotanda understands and sensitively depicts the stresses this traditional culture endures, not only in
its relation to the heterogeneous society that surrounds it but also among the generation that comprise it.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Fish Head Soup
and Other Plays, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

James Oliver:

This Fish Head Soup and Other Plays is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Fish Head Soup and
Other Plays in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Edgar Villanueva:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Fish Head
Soup and Other Plays which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.



Mary Craine:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Fish Head Soup and Other Plays can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Fish Head Soup and Other
Plays.
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