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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Thisis one of the more recent translations of the Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh, about the hero-king of
ancient Mesopotamiawhose adventures--searching for eternal life, surviving aworldwide deluge in an ark
filled with animals, to name a couple--make up one of oldest pieces of literature on record. David Ferry's
version attempts to provide the most readable rendering of the epic, artfully finding a poetic voice that's
particularly accessible to the modern ear, as well as working to smooth over the gaps in the poem caused by
the fragmentary record of the original clay tablets.

From Publishers Weekly

Ferry's ( On the Way to the Island ) version of this Mesopotamian epic is not simply atranslation but an
artful interpretation which aimsto convey the spirit rather than the letter of the fragmentary original.
Working from scholarly translations of the Sumerian and Akkadian tablets but departing from them freely,
he has produced a "rendering” with shape and wholeness. And Ferry has enhanced the closeness of the
relationship between Gilgamesh and Enkidu, the wild man created by the gods to temper the hero's
fierceness. Early in the poem, Gilgamesh sagely tells Enkidu, "The life of man is short. / What he
accomplishesis but the wind." After Enkidu's death, Gilgamesh is driven to seek the secret of eternal life
from Utnapishtim, who was granted eternal life. Gilgamesh learns bitterly the truth of his own words in the
beautiful but unconsoling speech of the wise man: "Time after time the river has risen and flooded. / The
insect leaves the cocoon to live but aminute." Ferry'siambic pentameter is more lyrical than epic, and
captures the elegiac and ironic undertones of Gilgamesh's failed search for immortality. One senses that he
has restored the poetry of this oldest epic.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“Ferry'sversion [of Gilgamesh will] become the standard English text.” ?Fred Marchant, The Harvard
Review

“There have been other English accounts of this hero with athousand descendants, but thisis the first one
that is as much poetry as scholarship.” ?Michael Dirda, The Washington Post Book World

“Ferry's skill brings a fresh interpretation to the power of Gilgamesh.” ?John Ray, The Times Literary
Supplement

“Ferry's Gilgamesh is uniquely his own, self-contained in holding a oof from fads and hype. No display of
adjectival fireworks could do justice to his poem's originality or to the integrity of the poet's formal
invention. In identifying the poem as Mr. Ferry's, | mean no disrespect to Sin-lege-unninni, the ancient poet-
editor that Babylonian tradition credits as having developed to their highest form the epic adventures of
Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, and his companion, Enkidu. But like Edward Fitzgerald's Rubaiyat or Ezra
Pound's Cathay, Mr. Ferry's Gilgamesh is a miraculous transformation of his original into his own, utterly
distinctiveidiom . . . Perhaps the poem's most moving element is how the desire for fame is superseded, after
the death of Enkidu, by a quest that touches every reader, ancient or modern. . . the wish for physical
immortality . . . [Ferry's] technical genius and literary sophistication evoke not only the hero's anguish, but
the rage and despair of the untouchable.” ?Tom Seigh, The New York Times Book Review



“The Gilgamesh epic . . . cameto light again in the mid-19th century and, thanks to the labors of an arduous,
exacting philology, slowly began to assume its place as one of the great poems of the world. Hitherto,
however, it has existed only in posse, waiting for a poet who could actualize it. David Ferry has performed
this service, and has given us a noble poem as close to the ancient original aswe in our ignorance have any
right to. May his achievement quickly win the recognition it deserves.” ?D.S. Carne-Ross, The New
Criterion

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rudy Nixon:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English Verse.

Leon Fisher:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English
Verse. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
abook Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English Verse. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Na Urquhart:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Gilgamesh: A
New Rendering in English Verse suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English Verseis the main one of several booksin
which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Elizabeth Givens:

Beside thiskind of Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English Verse in your phone, it can give you away to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis fresh
through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good



thing to have Gilgamesh: A New Rendering in English Verse because this book offersto your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like

treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!
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