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Punks, Poseurs, and Pervs?Just Another Day at High School

Jessie is so excited to start her sophomore year of high school, with her carefully
planned outfits and her ample stash of school supplies. But things take an
unexpected turn when everyone in her life changes. Her two best friends have
gone poseur-punk and are both flirting with her longtime crush. Her beloved
older brother is about to go off to college?and he shaved his Mohawk and started
dating the homecoming queen. Jessie is suddenly clique-less. When she starts
chatting up a girl in homeroom, she's surprised by an invite to join the Dungeons
and Dragons crowd! Will hanging out with them make her a nerd? And when she
sees how cute one of their members is, does it really matter?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up—For as long as she can remember, Jess has been friends with Bizza and Char. Lately, however,
she has been finding that she doesn't have as much in common with them. She has become more interested in
math and sewing, while the other two girls only seem interested in partying and hanging around Jess's older
brother and his punk band. On their first day of sophomore year, Jess finds that her old friends have decided
to go punk. In Bizza's case, this involves shaving her head and pursuing Jess's longtime crush, punk Van, and
eventually performing oral sex on him at a party (contracting gonorrhea in the process). Jess decides to move
on and becomes involved with a group of Dungeons and Dragons players that includes her new romantic
interest, nerdy but adorable Henry. She agonizes over being called a nerd, but comes to realize that friends
and how they treat each other are more important than labels. Halpern's descriptions of high-school cliques,
particularly the punk posers and the D&D fanatics, are hilarious and believable, and characters who seem to
fit particular stereotypes suddenly show unexpected traits. The story's theme could easily become clichéd,
but this novel is particularly strong in showing how teen friendships evolve and sometimes die away, and
how adolescents redefine themselves.—Kathleen E. Gruver, Burlington County Library, Westampton, NJ
END

From Booklist
Jess loves audiobooks, sewing skirts, and the first day of school. She even gets along with her family,
including Barrett, her rock-god older brother. She is, in short, a nerd, and feels immediate dread when she
starts to grow apart from her two best friends, Bizza and Char, who underwent a punk makeover to fit in with
Barrett’s band. After Bizza goes after Jess’ longtime crush and winds up with an STD, Jess ends the
friendship. Karma, like Bizza, can be a bitch. With no clique to hang out with, Jess is lulled into the clutches
of the Dungeons & Dragons crowd—and finds herself falling for one of them! Halpern (Get Well Soon,
2007) realistically writes about teens coming to terms with their coming-of-age. Jess is anxious about
embracing her inner nerdlinger, but emerges from the transformation secure in her self worth and seeking out
the people who will support her. Reinvention is rarely so delightfully nerdy. Grades 9-12. --Courtney Jones

Review

“The relationships and dialogue ring true; readers navigating the stratified social structures of high school
will relish an ending that celebrates true friendship.” ?Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

“Readers will both identify with and like Jessie and will cheer her conversion from meek to outspoken.”
?Kirkus Reviews

“Reinvention is rarely so delightfully nerdy.” ?Booklist

“This novel is particularly strong in showing how teen friendships evolve and sometimes die away, and how
adolescents redefine themselves.” ?School Library Journal

“Witty” ?Horn Book Review

“. . . funny, easygoing prose . . . an appealingly comic cousin of Carolyn Mackler's The Earth, My Butt, and
Other Big Round Things.” ?Kirkus on Get Well Soon

“I completely fell in love with Anna Bloom's voice--it's wry, romantic, and so, so true.” ?Gabrielle Zevin,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


author of Elsewhere on Get Well Soon

“Engaging . . . real . . . refreshing, and natural, and the descriptions of the situations are hilarious!”
?TeenReads.com on Get Well Soon

“This book is hilarious, refreshing, honest and AWESOME!” ?Elise, age 14 on Get Well Soon

“Witty, sarcastic, and drop-dead hilarious . . . this book made me laugh the most out of any book I have
EVER read.” ?Jason, age 14 on Get Well Soon

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Into the Wild Nerd Yonder book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marcos Anderson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Into the Wild Nerd Yonder book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Into the Wild Nerd Yonder as good book not simply by the cover
but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joshua Castillo:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Into the Wild Nerd Yonder was filled regarding science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Belinda Fergerson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when



they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Into the Wild Nerd Yonder to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Into
the Wild Nerd Yonder can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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