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In 1974, the academy award-winning film The Sting brought back the music of
Scott Joplin, ablack ragtime composer who died in 1917. Led by The
Entertainer, one of the most popular pieces of the mid-1970s, arevival of his
music resulted in events unprecedented in American musical history. Never
before had any composer's music been so acclaimed by both the popular and
classical music worlds. While reaching a"Top Ten" position in the pop charts,
Joplin's music was also being performed in classical recitals and setting new
heights for sales of classical records. His opera Treemonisha was performed both
in opera houses and on Broadway.

Destined to be the definitive work on the man and his music, King of Ragtime is
written by Edward A. Berlin. A renowned authority on Joplin and the author of
the acclaimed and widely cited Ragtime: A Musical and Cultural History, Berlin
redefines the Scott Joplin biography. Using the tools of atrained musicologist, he
has uncovered a vast amount of new information about Joplin. His biography
truly documents the story of the composer, replacing the myths and unsupported
anecdotes of previous histories. He shows how Joplin's opera Treemonisha was a
tribute to the woman he loved, awoman other biographers never even mentioned.
Berlin also reveals that Joplin was an associate of Irving Berlin, and that he
accused Berlin of stealing his music to compose Alexander's Ragtime Band in
1911.

Berlin paints avivid picture of the ragtime years, placing Scott Joplin's story in
its historical context. The composer emerges as a representative of the first post-
Civil War generation of African Americans, of the men and women who found in
the world of entertainment a way out of poverty and lowly socia status. King of
Ragtime recreates the excitement of these pioneers, who dreamed of greatness as
they sought to expand the limits society placed upon their race.
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In 1974, the academy award-winning film The Sing brought back the music of Scott Joplin, ablack ragtime
composer who died in 1917. Led by The Entertainer, one of the most popular pieces of the mid-1970s, a
revival of his music resulted in events unprecedented in American musical history. Never before had any
composer's music been so acclaimed by both the popular and classical music worlds. While reaching a"Top
Ten" position in the pop charts, Joplin's music was also being performed in classical recitals and setting new
heights for sales of classical records. His opera Treemonisha was performed both in opera houses and on
Broadway.

Destined to be the definitive work on the man and his music, King of Ragtime is written by Edward A.
Berlin. A renowned authority on Joplin and the author of the acclaimed and widely cited Ragtime: A Musical
and Cultural History, Berlin redefines the Scott Joplin biography. Using the tools of atrained musicologist,
he has uncovered a vast amount of new information about Joplin. His biography truly documents the story of
the composer, replacing the myths and unsupported anecdotes of previous histories. He shows how Joplin's
opera Treemonisha was a tribute to the woman he loved, a woman other biographers never even mentioned.
Berlin aso reveals that Joplin was an associate of Irving Berlin, and that he accused Berlin of stealing his
music to compose Alexander's Ragtime Band in 1911.

Berlin paints avivid picture of the ragtime years, placing Scott Joplin's story in its historical context. The
composer emerges as a representative of the first post-Civil War generation of African Americans, of the
men and women who found in the world of entertainment away out of poverty and lowly social status. King
of Ragtime recreates the excitement of these pioneers, who dreamed of greatness as they sought to expand
the limits society placed upon their race.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Although he did not invent ragtime, Joplin (1868-1917) is the best-known exponent of this type of jazz, with
its characteristic syncopated rhythms. Berlin (Ragtime: A Musical and Cultural History) shows how Joplin
launched his career in the black social clubs of Sedalia, Mo.; achieved success with the Maple Leaf Rag; and
went on to win the respect of whites aswell as his fellow African Americans, composing numerous rags and
two operas, A Guest of Honor (now lost) and Treemonisha. Joplin, whose father was born into slavery,
aspired to transcend his humble origins, but because details of his persona history are elusive, Berlin's
conclusions about Joplin's often unhappy life and personal relationships tend to be speculative. The author
lands on solid ground, however, with his analysis of Joplin's sophisticated and innovative compositions,
demonstrating clearly how he expanded the language of ragtime. In the final chapter, Berlin brings the story
full circle with a comprehensive summary of the fate of ragtime from its eclipse in the 1920s and 1930sto its
comeback in the 1940s and the revival of Joplin'swork still going on today. Photos not seen by PW.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Joplin knew he had adistinctive talent and so did severa well-placed contemporaries, yet he never realized
widespread acclaim during his lifetime (1868-1917). If he were aive today he could revel in the unique ways
his music has placed him at the top: concert artists repertoire; film music; an annual festival; even a postage
stamp. Still, information on Joplin has been sparse. Here Berlin (author of Ragtime: A Musical and Cultural
History, LJ 3/1/80) helps by examining dates and events that are in question. Berlin provides two interesting
features: a detailed listing of music published and copyrighted by Joplin during his lifetime and the music
and text of three songs arranged by Joplin that were left out of NY PL's definitive The Complete Works of
Scott Joplin (1981). Readers will want to compare Berlin's book with Susan Curtis's Dancing to a Black
Man's Tune: A Life of Scott Joplin (LJ 4/15/94). Recommended for American music collections.

Kathleen Sparkman, Baylor Univ., Waco, Tex.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Berlin, an expert on the world of ragtime whose two previous books on it are standards, proffers a splendid
new study of the acknowledged king of the music, alife-and-works that exhaustively details the particulars
of Joplin's biography. Berlin places the composer squarely in context, from his childhood in Texarkana, and
hislifein Sedalia (Missouri) and St. Louis, through his troubled last yearsin New Y ork, during which he
attempted, without success, to stage his grand opera, Treemonisha. Berlin is enabled in his task by newly
discovered documentation that allows him to replace with reliable facts the myths and unsupported anecdotes
previously used in the composer's biography. Among the discoveries are the true identity of the titular
heroine of Joplin's operaa woman Joplin loved and lost to deathand the revelation that Joplin collaborated
with Irving Berlin: Joplin apparently believed Berlin's hit Alexander's Ragtime Band was based on materials
plagiarized from hiswork. Essential in any library concerned with American music. John Shreffler

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Katie Martinez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His
Era book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

DeniseLee

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Era book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without |eaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Era content conveys prospect easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So,
do you nonetheless thinking King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Erais not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Linda Hill:

The event that you get from King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Erawill be the more deep you searching
the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Era giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Erainstantly.

Hubert Smith:

Many people said that they fedl fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt thiswhen they get
a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Erato
make your reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especially. Itisto be very first opinion for you to like to start abook and read it. Beside that the book King
of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and His Era can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of thistime.
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