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This is a sharp analysis of the unique Nordic welfare system with urgent lessons
for governments and societies across the globe.
Welfare programs and institutions tend to be analyzed as instrumental
arrangements, overlooking the fact that welfare programs are essentially
expressions of moral conceptions and values. This book recognises this
distinction and offers analyses, perspectives and interpretations of the normative
foundation of the 'Nordic welfare state model'.
These authors examine the main normative principles in this model, exploring
their origins and the relationship between them. Paying particular attention to the
principles of 'universalism', 'public responsibility for welfare', and 'work for all',
they consider their significance for current welfare policy and question whether
external economic and ideological pressures are threatening these principles. The
book is divided into three clear parts:
*Part I considers the historical trajectories behind the Nordic welfare model
*Part II looks more specifically on normative tensions and dilemmas in current
welfare policies with a focus on women friendly welfare, attitudes to basic
income and alcohol and drug misuse
*Part III focuses on the possible change in the normative foundation of the
Nordic welfare states
This book will be essential reading for researchers and students of the welfare
state and also to those in the fields of social policy, comparative politics and
political economy.
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societies across the globe.
Welfare programs and institutions tend to be analyzed as instrumental arrangements, overlooking the fact
that welfare programs are essentially expressions of moral conceptions and values. This book recognises this
distinction and offers analyses, perspectives and interpretations of the normative foundation of the 'Nordic
welfare state model'.
These authors examine the main normative principles in this model, exploring their origins and the
relationship between them. Paying particular attention to the principles of 'universalism', 'public
responsibility for welfare', and 'work for all', they consider their significance for current welfare policy and
question whether external economic and ideological pressures are threatening these principles. The book is
divided into three clear parts:
*Part I considers the historical trajectories behind the Nordic welfare model
*Part II looks more specifically on normative tensions and dilemmas in current welfare policies with a focus
on women friendly welfare, attitudes to basic income and alcohol and drug misuse
*Part III focuses on the possible change in the normative foundation of the Nordic welfare states
This book will be essential reading for researchers and students of the welfare state and also to those in the
fields of social policy, comparative politics and political economy.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This is an important book as a valuable resource for policy makers who want to study and maybe
appropriate the Nordic welfare model. Its in-depth material transmits the message that such a
transformation is not straightforward. But it does provide the information to assess such a process.' -
Yitzhak Berman, European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research

'The collection as a whole will be an invalueable resource for Scandinavianists and comparative
welfare state researchers, especially the editors own introductory essay on The Nordic Welfare Model
and the Idea of Universalism, which is quite simply the best chapter-length  treatment of that topic I
know.  - Political Studies Review

About the Author
Nanna Kildal is a Researcher at Stein Rokkan Centre for Social Studies, University of Bergen. Her current
research interests are normative studies of welfare policies and studies of policy transfer. She has written a
number of articles on the 1990s welfare reforms in Europe and USA.Stein Kuhnle is Professor of
Comparative Politics at the University of Bergen. Among his recent publications in English are (ed.) Survival
of the European Welfare State (Routledge, 2000); The Nordic welfare state in a European context: dealing
with new economic and ideological challenges in the 1990s, European Review, Vol. 8, No. 3, 379-398
(2000); and Democracy and Productive Welfare: European and Korean Welfare Policy Development in
Perspective, and The Journal of the Korean Economy, Vol. 3, No. 1, 59-83 (Spring 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Normative Foundations of the Welfare State: The
Nordic Experience (Routledge Studies in the Political Economy of the Welfare State) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Brad Hawkes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Normative Foundations of the



Welfare State: The Nordic Experience (Routledge Studies in the Political Economy of the Welfare State)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

John McGinnis:

This Normative Foundations of the Welfare State: The Nordic Experience (Routledge Studies in the Political
Economy of the Welfare State) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information given
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this Normative Foundations of the Welfare State: The
Nordic Experience (Routledge Studies in the Political Economy of the Welfare State) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Luther Jensen:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book Normative Foundations of the Welfare State: The Nordic Experience (Routledge
Studies in the Political Economy of the Welfare State) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Normative Foundations of the
Welfare State: The Nordic Experience (Routledge Studies in the Political Economy of the Welfare State).
You can more pleasing than now.
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