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A brief, radical defense of human uniqueness from acclaimed philosopher
Roger Scruton

In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an
original and radical defense of human uniqueness. Confronting the views of
evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and philosophical materialists
such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings
cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human
animals; we are also persons, in essential relation with other persons, and bound
to them by obligations and rights. Our world is a shared world, exhibiting
freedom, value, and accountability, and to understand it we must address other
peoplefacetofaceand I to .

Scruton develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely
across intellectual history, from Plato and Averroés to Darwin and Wittgenstein.
The book begins with Kant's suggestion that we are distinguished by our ability
to say "1"?by our sense of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection.
Thisfact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It isthe
foundation of the moral sense, as well as of the aesthetic and religious
conceptions through which we shape the human world and endow it with
meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even
though it isanatural and not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new
way of understanding how self-consciousness affects the question of how we
should live.

Theresult isarich view of human nature that challenges some of today's most
fashionable ideas about our species.
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A brief, radical defense of human uniqueness from acclaimed philosopher Roger Scruton

In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an original and radical defense
of human uniqueness. Confronting the views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and
philosophical materiaists such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings
cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human animals; we are also persons, in
essential relation with other persons, and bound to them by obligations and rights. Our world is a shared
world, exhibiting freedom, value, and accountability, and to understand it we must address other people face
tofaceand | tol.

Scruton develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely across intellectual history,
from Plato and Averroés to Darwin and Wittgenstein. The book begins with Kant's suggestion that we are
distinguished by our ability to say "I"?by our sense of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection.
Thisfact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It is the foundation of the moral sense, as
well as of the aesthetic and religious conceptions through which we shape the human world and endow it
with meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even though it is a natural and
not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new way of understanding how self-consciousness
affects the question of how we should live.

Theresult isarich view of human nature that challenges some of today's most fashionable ideas about our
Species.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[F]inely written, compactly argued.”--James Ryer son, New York Times Book Review

"A luminous sketch of what we are, or might be, that will inspire some readers and infuriate others."--
Kieran Setiya, Times Literary Supplement

"Roger Scruton’s On Human Nature. . . gives a brief, poetic account of away of thinking about ourselves
that many of us, especially with a background in the humanities, will find congenial."--Adam Zeman,
Standpoint

"On Human Natureis atour de force of arare kind. In clear, elegant prose it makes large claimsin
metaphysics, morals and, by implication, politics."--The Economist

"On Human Nature is afine performance.”"--Richard King, The Australian
From the Back Cover

"I admire Roger Scruton's stance and | admire his writing. In this short book, he raises and discusses deeply
important issues about the human world."--Simon Blackburn, author of Think: A Compelling
Introduction to Philosophy

"A tour de force, this book presents an original and important view of human nature."--Anthony O'Hear,
University of Buckingham

About the Author

Roger Scruton isawriter and philosopher. His many books include The Soul of the World and The
Aesthetics of Architecture (both Princeton), aswell as A Short History of Modern Philosophy; Fools, Frauds
and Firebrands: Thinkers of the New Left; and The Ring of Truth: The Wisdom of Wagner's "Ring of the
Nibelung." He livesin Wiltshire, England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Douglas Wyss:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the On Human Nature is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



James Robinson:

This book untitled On Human Nature to be one of several books in which best seller in thisyear, that's
because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personaly to past this reserve from your list.

Della Francis:

The particular book On Human Nature has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you
can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Maxine Whitley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
aswell as soon. The On Human Nature will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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