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The amazing true story of the orphaned baby hippo and 130-year-old giant turtle
whose remarkabl e friendship touched millions around the world.

The inspiring true story of two great friends, a baby hippo named Owen and a
130-yr-old giant tortoise named Mzee (Mm-ZAY). When Owen was stranded
after the Dec 2004 tsunami, villagers in Kenya worked tirelessly to rescue him.
Then, to everyone's amazement, the orphan hippo and the elderly tortoise
adopted each other. Now they are inseparable, swimming, eating, and playing
together. Adorable photos e-mailed from friend to friend quickly made them
worldwide celebrities. Hereis ajoyous reminder that in times of trouble,
friendship is stronger than the differences that too often pull us apart.
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The amazing true story of the orphaned baby hippo and 130-year-old giant turtle whose remarkable
friendship touched millions around the world.

The inspiring true story of two great friends, a baby hippo named Owen and a 130-yr-old giant tortoise
named Mzee (Mm-ZAY). When Owen was stranded after the Dec 2004 tsunami, villagersin Kenya worked
tirelessly to rescue him. Then, to everyone's amazement, the orphan hippo and the elderly tortoise adopted
each other. Now they are inseparable, swimming, eating, and playing together. Adorable photos e-mailed
from friend to friend quickly made them worldwide celebrities. Here is ajoyous reminder that in times of
trouble, friendship is stronger than the differences that too often pull us apart.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Kindergarten-Grade 5 When the six-year-old contributor to this book saw the photograph documenting the
extraordinary friendship between a baby hippo (Owen) and a 130-year-old giant tortoise (Mzee), she
persuaded her father to help tell their story. Originally an e-book, the hardcover version begins with images
of the duo, whetting readers’ appetite and providing reassurance as the potentially disturbing plot unfolds.
After ascene depicting a pod of hippos near the Sabuki River in Kenya, the text describes the 600-pound
baby's displacement and separation from the group during the 2004 tsunami. Children witness the
challenging rescue and meet the knowledgeable staff at an animal sanctuary. From Owen's first approach for
protection to Mzee's unexpected tol erance, the photographs, mostly by BBC photojournalist Greste, capture
the pair eating, swimming, snuggling, and playing together. Their contentment and peace are palpable.
Because it is sensitively structured, with careful choices about what is emphasized and illustrated, the
situation does not overwhelm readers. The text and the back matter are brimming with information about the
animals, their caregivers, and the locale. This touching story of the power of a surprising friendship to
mitigate the experience of lossisfull of heart and hope. A worthy complement is Ann Morris and Heidi
Larson's glimpse at a human family's loss and recovery in Tsunami: Helping Each Other (Millbrook, 2005).
Wendy Lukehart, Washington DC Public Library

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 1-3. Originaly published as an e-book, this photo-essay was conceived when Craig Hatkoff and his
seven-year-old daughter encountered a newspaper article about a baby hippo orphaned by the 2005
Indonesian tsunami. Parent, child, and a naturalist they consulted are credited as coauthors. The story has a
simple, direct appeal: the hippo is dramatically rescued and brought to a Kenyan nature preserve, where it
forms a surprising bond with a giant tortoise. Inspirational language about "the power of courage, love, and
the preciousness of life" clutters the powerful facts, and not al of the photos are equally crisp and closely
cued to the text. But children will nonetheless embrace the incident's compelling anthropomorphic elements,
thoughtfully framed by the authors, and will exclaim over the images of the winsome baby and its grizzled
surrogate parent. Adults hoping to share the story with young readers may find this preferable to Jeanette
Winter's picture book inspired by the same event, Mama (2006), which more starkly emphasizes the trauma
of the tsunami itself. Jennifer Mattson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

PW Starred

Remarkable" seems too tame aword for this memorable book about a friendship between two wild creatures.
Its genesislay in Greste's photo of ababy hippo snuggling with a giant tortoise, which appeared in
newspapers the month after the cataclysmic 2004 tsunami. Craig Hatkoff and his then six-year-old daughter,
moved by that image and by the accompanying article, decided to learn more about these animal
companions-and to write their story. They do so succinctly and smoothly, ably aided by Kahumbu, manager
of the Kenyan animal sanctuary, Haller Park, where the two creatures now live. Greste's crisp, closely
focused photos will instantly endear the title characters to readers. When the tsunami struck Kenya, Owen
was separated from his mother and the rest of their pod and became stranded on a coral reef. Several spreads
chronicle the hippo's difficult rescue and transport to the sanctuary. Once set loose, he immediately


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

scrambled toward Mzee (the Swahili term for "wise old man"), a 130-year-old Aldabratortoise: "Owen
crouched behind Mzee, the way baby hippos often hide behind their mothers for protection.” The unadorned
text allows the facts themsel ves to move readers, making clear how the improbable bond between the now
inseparable mammal and reptile has helped resilient Owen recover from his traumatic ordeal. ("M ost
[wildlife experts] have never heard of amammal... and areptile... forming such a strong bond.") Priceless
images document the pair swimming together or nuzzling, their rough skins complementing each other. In
several of Greste's photos, the two creatures appear to have genuine smiles on their faces. Readers will have
the same. Ages 4-8.(Feb.)

SLJ Starred

K-Gr 5-When the six-year-old contributor to this book saw the photograph documenting the extraordinary
friendship between a baby hippo (Owen) and a 130-year-old giant tortoise (Mzee), she persuaded her father
to help tell their story. Originally an e-book, the hardcover version begins with images of the duo, whetting
readers appetite and providing reassurance as the potentially disturbing plot unfolds. After a scene depicting
apod of hippos near the Sabuki River in Kenya, the text describes the 600-pound baby's displacement and
separation from the group during the 2004 tsunami. Children witness the challenging rescue and meet the
knowledgeabl e staff at an animal sanctuary. From Owen's first approach for protection to Mzee's unexpected
tolerance, the photographs, mostly by BBC photojournalist Greste, capture the pair eating, swimming,
snuggling, and playing together. Their contentment and peace are palpable. Because it is sensitively
structured, with careful choices about what is emphasized and illustrated, the situation does not overwhelm
readers. The text and the back matter are brimming with information about the animals, their caregivers, and
the locale. Thistouching story of the power of a surprising friendship to mitigate the experience of lossis
full of heart and hope. A worthy complement is Ann Morris and Heidi Larson's glimpse at a human family's
loss and recovery in Tsunami: Helping Each Other (Millbrook, 2005).~Wendy L ukehart, Washington DC
Public Library

Booklist

Gr. 1-3. Originaly published as an e-book, this photo-essay was conceived when Craig Hatkoff and his
seven-year-old daughter encountered a newspaper story about a baby hippo orphaned by the 2005 Indonesian
tsunami. Parent, child, and a naturalist they consulted are credited as coauthors. The story hasasimple,
direct appeal: the hippo is dramatically rescued and brought to a Kenyan nature preserve, where it forms a
surprising bond with a giant tortoise. Inspirationa language about “the power of courage, love, and the
preciousness of life” clutters the powerful facts, and not al of the photos are equally crisp and closely cued
to the text. But children will nonetheless embrace the story's compelling anthropomo

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willie Hickox:

Baook will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a
Remarkable Friendship will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal
book with you?



Mary Perez.

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a
Remarkable Friendship guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a
Remarkable Friendship as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

James M oor e

This Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship is great reserve for you because the content
and that isfull of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only offersyou straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny
right but this reserve aready do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that will?

Samuel Brown:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source thisfilled update of news. On this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship when you essential it?
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