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Lady Hyegyong's memoirs, which recount the chilling murder of her husband by
his father, form one of the best known and most popular classics of Korean
literature. From 1795 until 1805 Lady Hyegyong composed this masterpiece,
depicting a court life Shakespearean in its pathos, drama, and grandeur. Presented
in its social, cultural, and historical contexts, this first complete English
translation opens a door into a world teeming with conflicting passions, political
intrigue, and the daily preoccupations of a deeply intelligent and articulate
woman.

JaHyun Kim Haboush's accurate, fluid translation captures the intimate and
expressive voice of this consummate storyteller. Reissued nearly twenty years
after its initial publication with a new foreword by Dorothy Ko, The Memoirs of
Lady Hyegyong is a unique exploration of Korean selfhood and an extraordinary
example of autobiography in the premodern era.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Korean

From the Inside Flap

“Undoubtedly, The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong, known as Hanjungnok (Records written in silence), is one
of the most important and moving pieces of traditional Korean literature. . . . Haboush must be congratulated
for an exemplary annotated translation that preserves the tone and color of the original texts.”
Korean Studies

“This authoritative edition. . . elucidates the intricate world of Korean court—its morass of age-old strictures,
interfamilial rivalries, and just plain ill will—through which Lady Hyegyong had to navigate, both in her life
and writing. . . Part of what makes these memoirs so gripping is the threat of erasure, present from the start.”
Voice Literary Supplement

“Lady Hyegyong writes of a life that none of us could have lived, yet her words and feelings are the same as
those expressed and experienced by women in many time periods and many civilizations. . . . The translation
by JaHyun Kim Haboush is fluid, and her wonderfully analytical introduction gives the reader useful
background material, as well as insightful interpretation.”
New Asian Pacific Review

About the Author

JaHyun Kim Haboush was Associate Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures and History at the
University of Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christen Arnold:

The book The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of
Eighteenth-Century Korea gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The
Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The
Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?



Gary Clark:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of
Eighteenth-Century Korea, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Jeffery Harman:

The reason why? Because this The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown
Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other
book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jonathan Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a
Crown Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this
one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let
me have The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of
Eighteenth-Century Korea.
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