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No other radical historian has reached so many hearts and minds as Howard
Zinn. It is rare that a historian of the Left has managed to retain as much
credibility while refusing to let his academic mantle change his beautiful writing
style from being anything but direct, forthright, and accessible. Whether his
subject is war, race, politics, economic justice, or history itself, each of his works
serves as a reminder that to embrace one's subjectivity can mean embracing one's
humanity, that heart and mind can speak with one voice. Here, in six sections, is
the historian's own choice of his shorter essays on some of the most critical
problems facing America throughout its history, and today.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Historian, leftist activist, author of the popular People's History of the United States (New Pr., 1995) and
other works of history, politics, and drama, retired professor Zinn has compiled 61 previously published
essays on various historical topics and illuminates here his passionate commitment to social justice and
political and economic democracy. The essays are arranged in six categories: race, class, war, law, history,
and "means and ends." Lucid and at times poignant, they convey Zinn's belief that a historian's judgment
about what should be written reflects her or his values. Some of the riveting events covered include the social
revolution of the Civil Rights Movement, Allied atrocities during World War II, the murderous suppression
of the Attica, New York, prison rebellion, and the hagiographic persistence of the Christopher Columbus
narrative. Recommended for academic and public libraries.?Charles L. Lumpkins, Bloomsburg Univ. Lib.,
Pa.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A welcome collection of essays and occasional pieces by the dean of radical American historians. This portly
tome is primarily intended for the Howard Zinn faithful, of course, of whom there are likely to be many; his
People's History of the United States has sold 400,000 copies, after all. For the uninitiated, this collection
offers a useful introduction to Zinn's idealistic, Marxist-anarchist view of the world, a view he has
championed for many decades. Zinn began his career as a historian at Atlanta's Spelman College, then a
school for African-American women; fittingly, a large part of his book is given over to first-hand reports on
the civil-rights movement in the South. Rejecting too-easy black-versus-white views of the struggle, Zinn
insists that class analysis be brought to bear on the study of inequality: ``Once the superficiality of the
physical is penetrated and seen for what it is,'' he writes, ``the puzzle of race loses itself in whatever puzzle
there is to human behavior in general. Once you begin to look, in human clash, for explanations other than
race, they suddenly become visible.'' Elsewhere Zinn combs through the annals of American history to turn
up examples of the evils of capitalism, discussing among other subjects the conduct of the Spanish-American
War, the brutal suppression of the Filipino Revolt, the origins of the abolitionist movement, and the ironies
of the war in Vietnam (he notes that in 1966 the US was paying $34 in condolence money for each
Vietnamese civilian accidentally killed in air strikes--but $87 for every rubber tree thus destroyed). When not
looking deep into the past, Zinn cheerfully lampoons such conservative foes as the late Allan Bloom, who
``swoons over Plato,'' and generally has a good time arguing for an equitable, just, and division-free
America. A worthy gathering for Zinn fans and fledgling historians alike. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author
The visionary historical work of professor and activist HOWARD ZINN (1922–2010) is widely considered
one of the most important and influential of our era. After his experience as a bombardier in World War II,
Zinn became convinced that there could no longer be such a thing as a “just war,” because the vast majority
of victims in modern warfare are, increasingly, innocent civilians. In his books, including A People’s History
of the United States, its companion volumeVoices of a People’s History of the United States, and countless
other titles, Zinn affirms the power of the people to influence the course of events.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irving Brehm:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The Zinn
Reader: Writings on Disobedience and Democracy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Katherin Buerger:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Zinn Reader: Writings on Disobedience and
Democracy will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Roland Hall:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Zinn Reader: Writings on
Disobedience and Democracy book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patrick Allen:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Zinn Reader: Writings on Disobedience and Democracy we can consider more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Zinn Reader: Writings
on Disobedience and Democracy. You can more pleasing than now.
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