
Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking

By Elin Kelsey

Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking By Elin Kelsey

From the creators of You Are Stardust comes a new informational picture book
that brings the big ideas of their first book down to earth. Wild Ideas looks deep
into the forests, skies and oceans to explore how animals solve problems.
Whether it’s weaving a safe place to rest and reflect, blowing a fine net of
bubbles to trap fish, or leaping boldly into a new situation, the animals featured
(including the orangutan, humpback whale and gibbon) can teach us a lot about
creative problem solving tools and strategies.Like You Are Stardust, this book
uses lyrical text grounded in current science alongside wonderfully detailed art to
present problems as doorways to creative thinking. Wild Ideas encourages an
inquiry-based approach to learning, inviting readers to indulge their sense of
wonder and curiosity by observing the natural world, engaging with big ideas and
asking questions. An author’s note at the end delves deeper into the research
behind the text.
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From the creators of You Are Stardust comes a new informational picture book that brings the big ideas of
their first book down to earth. Wild Ideas looks deep into the forests, skies and oceans to explore how
animals solve problems. Whether it’s weaving a safe place to rest and reflect, blowing a fine net of bubbles
to trap fish, or leaping boldly into a new situation, the animals featured (including the orangutan, humpback
whale and gibbon) can teach us a lot about creative problem solving tools and strategies.Like You Are
Stardust, this book uses lyrical text grounded in current science alongside wonderfully detailed art to present
problems as doorways to creative thinking. Wild Ideas encourages an inquiry-based approach to learning,
inviting readers to indulge their sense of wonder and curiosity by observing the natural world, engaging with
big ideas and asking questions. An author’s note at the end delves deeper into the research behind the text.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 2—From the creative team behind You Are Stardust (Owlkids, 2012) comes a new picture book
encouraging readers to ask questions and observe the answers found in nature. Every creature has problems
and ways of discovering solutions to fit a specific need. Using examples from wildlife, the author asks
children to learn from the ingenuity of animals and apply their creativity to human problem solving.
"Pigeons procrastinate. Bees calculate. Elephants innovate." Much can be learned from careful observation
of the world around us—just as some squirrels learn to cross a busy street by watching humans, we can learn
from watching other species. Some may be "wild ideas," like the way chimpanzees invent drinking spoons
from folded leaves, while others reinforce ideas we might already employ. "Killer whales rely on their
mothers' wisdom. Baboons get guidance from their dads." The full-color, full-page illustrations are all
dioramas that depict the animals and children interacting. Although many scenes are quite busy and full of
detail, the text, sometimes in varying sizes, is clear and easy to read. An author's endnote explains the
research involved. VERDICT Although most readers will be drawn to this book because of the animal
content, they might pick up some problem-solving skills in the process.—Sara-Jo Lupo Sites, George F.
Johnson Memorial Library, Endicott, NY

Review

A Kirkus Best of 2015 Selection

"Speaks directly to young readers in a carefully constructed, elegant, accessible language that transcends the
ordinary and demonstrates not even the slightest hint of condescension... This is a work that will be read and
examined again and again, with something new to be discovered at every turn. Profound and entirely
wonderful."
—Kirkus Reviews - STARRED REVIEW

"The illustrations are three-dimensional dioramas that are sure to spark plenty of creative ideas."
—Ithaca Child

"An imaginative and illuminating catalog of various animals' problem-solving strategies...[a] heartening
celebration of our kinship with other beings."
— Brain Pickings

"Each statement supported by scientific fact is woven into the whimsical world of Kim's visuals. This book
frees us to be more than we thought we could be."
— Librarian's Quest

"The perfect mixture of science and storytelling that children will love to read and parents and teachers will
love to use as a teach tool."
- South Florida Sun Sentinel

"The depth of the images and the surprising facts work together to create a lovely connection between the
readers and the natural world."
— The Boston Globe



"Delightful dioramas bring the book's accessible prose to life."
—Science Magazine

"Young kids who like to write stories will be interested in this beautiful book."
— San Francisco Book Review

"Kelsey presents simple, powerful examples in warm, accessible language...beautifully presented and rich in
ideas."
- Booklist

"Although most readers will be drawn to this book because of the animal content, they might pick up some
problem-solving skills in the process."
— School Library Journal

"A strong voice and an angle that makes it different from other books...a fun book to discuss in science and
environmental studies."
—The International Educator

About the Author

Dr. Elin Kelsey is a science educator, speaker and consultant who has worked with a variety of museums,
zoos and aquariums, including the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the Canadian Museum of Nature and the
Calgary Zoo, to name just a few. She is an adjunct professor at the Monterey Institute of International
Studies and at Royal Roads University, as well as the author of ten books. She lives in Pacific Grove,
California.

Soyeon Kim is an artist and illustrator who specializes in work that merges real-life materials, sketching and
painting to produce three-dimensional pieces. Born in Korea but now living in Toronto, Ontario, she is a
graduate of the York University visual arts program.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Ruth Westlund:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience



without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Wild
Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Noah Gardner:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Wild Ideas:
Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking.

Stella Keith:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking can give
you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking.
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