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Since the late nineteenth century, New Testament scholars have operated on the
belief that most, if not all, of the narrative parables in the Synoptic Gospels can
be attributed to the historical Jesus. This book challenges that consensus and
argues instead that only four parables—those of the Mustard Seed, the Evil
Tenants, the Talents, and the Great Supper—can be attributed to the historical
Jesus with fair certitude. In this eagerly anticipated fifth volume of A Marginal
Jew, John Meier approaches this controversial subject with the same rigor and
insight that garnered his earlier volumes praise from such publications as the New
York Times and Christianity Today. This seminal volume pushes forward his
masterful body of work in his ongoing quest for the historical Jesus.
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Editorial Review

Review

“John Meier's refusal to belong to a particular 'school' of Gospels research is clearly evident in this latest
volume in the Marginal Jew series. His remarkable erudition both in the primary sources and in the extensive
secondary literature is palpable throughout. He is the very model of a sober and learned contrarian!”—Simon
Gathercole, University of Cambridge
(Simon Gathercole)

“The subject of the parables is one of the more daunting areas of historical Jesus research. Yet, with his
characteristic wisdom and wit, John Meier guides us through the many parables that are attached to Jesus'
name. Freely conceding that in many cases utter certainty will escape us, Meier shows us which parables are
most likely from the lips of Jesus and why.”—Gary A. Anderson, University of Notre Dame
(Gary A. Anderson)

“This book is a breath of fresh air—refreshingly forthright about what can and cannot be said about the
parables attributed to Jesus. Meier shows that the parables can no longer be seen as the bedrock for
reconstructing the historical Jesus. Yet four parables have a demonstrable origin in his teaching.”—Adela
Yarbro Collins, Yale University
(Adela Yarbro Collins)

“Seldom in the history of scholarship has one scholar so attractively combined both scientific and theological
sophistication as does John Meier, one of our leading experts on the Historical Jesus. In this fifth volume of
his definitive Marginal Jew series, Meier explores the authenticity of Jesus’ parables.”—James H.
Charlesworth, Princeton Theological Seminary
(James H. Charlesworth)

"Father Meier's amazingly disinterested accounts of the career of Jesus will now include this subtle and
astute exegesis of the parables.”—Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of the Humanities, Yale University
(Harold Bloom)

About the Author

John P. Meier is William K. Warren Professor of Theology (New Testament) at the University of Notre
Dame and the author of A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus. He has also written six other books
and over seventy articles. At various times he has been the editor or associate editor of The Catholic Biblical
Quarterly, New Testament Studies, and Dead Sea Discoveries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Ogburn:

Here thing why this particular A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the



Authenticity of the Parables (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the
Authenticity of the Parables (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with A Marginal
Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the Authenticity of the Parables (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the
Authenticity of the Parables (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) in e-book can be your alternative.

Tiffany Zamora:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the
Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the Authenticity of the Parables (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference
Library), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Thomas Schroeder:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is A
Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the Authenticity of the Parables (The
Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library).

Carolyn Scott:

The book untitled A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V: Probing the Authenticity of
the Parables (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in
the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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