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Thomas Gilovich offersa wise and readable guide to the fallacy of the
obviousin everyday life.

When can we trust what we believe—that "teams and players have winning
streaks,” that "flattery works," or that "the more people who agree, the more
likely they are to be right"—and when are such beliefs suspect? Thomas Gilovich
offersaguideto the falacy of the obviousin everyday life. llustrating his points
with examples, and supporting them with the latest research findings, he
documents the cognitive, social, and motivational processes that distort our
thoughts, beliefs, judgments and decisions. In arapidly changing world, the
biases and stereotypes that help us process an overload of complex information
inevitably distort what we would like to believe isreality. Awareness of our
propensity to make these systematic errors, Gilovich argues, isthe first step to
more effective analysis and action.
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Thomas Gilovich offersa wise and readable guide to the fallacy of the obviousin everyday life.

When can we trust what we believe—that "teams and players have winning streaks,” that "flattery works," or
that "the more people who agree, the more likely they are to be right"—and when are such beliefs suspect?
Thomas Gilovich offers a guide to the fallacy of the obviousin everyday life. Illustrating his points with
examples, and supporting them with the latest research findings, he documents the cognitive, social, and
motivational processes that distort our thoughts, beliefs, judgments and decisions. In arapidly changing
world, the biases and stereotypes that help us process an overload of complex information inevitably distort
what we would like to believe isreality. Awareness of our propensity to make these systematic errors,
Gilovich argues, isthefirst step to more effective analysis and action.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sports fans who think that basketball players shoot in "hot streaks," and maternity nurses who maintain that
more babies are born when the moon is full adhere to erroneous beliefs, according to Gilovich, associate
professor of psychology at Cornell. With examples ranging from the spread of AIDS to the weight of
Scholastic Aptitude Test scores, he skewers popular but mistaken assumptions. Faulty reasoning from
incomplete or ambiguous data, atendency to seek out "hypothesis-confirming evidence" and the habit of
self-serving belief are among the factors Gilovich pinpoints in his sophisticated anaylsis. However, in the
book's second half, his debunking of holistic medicine, ESP and paranormal phenomenais superficial and
one-sided, marred by some of the very tendencies he effectively exposesin the "true believers."

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

The subtexts of this first-class critique of human (non)reason are that we al tell ourselveslies (at least some
of thetime)...that if you want to believe it'strue, it is (faith healing, ESP)...that humans can't help seeing
patterns where none exist (in clouds, in disastrous events, in gamblers streaks). Furthermore, if you would
like to learn more about how not to deceive yourself, you might take a coursein one of the " soft"
probabilistic sciences like psychology. This might be construed as self-serving, since Gilovich happensto
teach psychology at Cornell. However, the point is well taken because such courses should expose students
to aminimum of statistics--such as the law of regression, which says that when two variables are partially
related, extremes in one variable are matched, on average, by less extreme variables in the other. (Children of
tall parents are tall, but not astall astheir parents.) Gilovich attributes the general lack of appreciation of the
law to "~“the compelling nature of judgment by representation"--by which the predicted outcome should be as
close to the data as possible: the son of a6'5" dad should be close to 6'5". Gilovich aso points to other
pitfallsin reasoning, such as failure to record negative outcomes (how many times do you dream of an old
friend and not bump into him the next day?). And he discusses deeper motives--e.g., fear of dying, prospects
of power or immortality, and similar self-aggrandizing traits that fortify superstitions and the will to believe.
Altogether, a satisfying splash of skepticism and reason in aworld where the L ake Wobegon phenomenon--
““the women are strong, the men are good-looking and all the children are above average”- -prevails. --
Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Thomas Gilovich is a professor of psychology at Cornell University and author of The Wisest Onein the
Room (with Lee Ross), How We Know What Isn’'t So, Why Smart People Make Big Money Mistakes, and
Social Psychology. He livesin Ithaca, New Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Proctor:

Book is usualy written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide How We Know What Isn't So: The Fallibility of



Human Reason in Everyday Life will make you to become smarter. Y ou can fedl alot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

The event that you get from How We Know What Isn't So: The Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday
Life could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but How We Know What Isn't So: The
Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday Life giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this How We Know What Isn't So: The Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday Life instantly.

Pear| Young:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work the following
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be How We Know What Isn't So: The Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday Life
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kimberly Plummer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
How We Know What Isn't So: The Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday Life when you required it?
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