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1910: Anna Karenina and War and Peace have made Leo Tolstoy the world's
most famous author. But fame comes at a price. In the tumultuous final year of
hislife, Tolstoy is desperate to find respite, so leaves his large family and the
hounding press behind and heads into the wilderness. Too ill to venture beyond
thetiny station of Astapovo, he believes hislast days will passin isolation. But
as we learn through the journals of those closest to him, the battle for Tolstoy's
soul will not be a peaceful one. Jay Parini introduces, translates and edits this
collection of Tolstoy's autobiographical writing, diaries, and letters related to the
last year of Tolstoy's life published to coincide with the 2009 film of Parini's
novel The Last Sation: A Novel of Tolstoy's Final Year.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
trandlators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Count Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Y asnaya Polyana, Russia. Orphaned at nine, he was
brought up by an elderly aunt and educated by French tutors until he matriculated at Kazan University in
1844. In 1847, he gave up his studies and, after several aimless years, volunteered for military duty in the
army, serving as ajunior officer in the Crimean War before retiring in 1857. In 1862, Tolstoy married Sophie
Behrs, amarriage that was to become, for him, bitterly unhappy. His diary, started in 1847, was used for
self-study and self-criticism; it served as the source from which he drew much of the material that appeared
not only in his great novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina(1877), but also in his shorter works.
Seeking religious justification for hislife, Tolstoy evolved a new Christianity based upon his own
interpretation of the Gospels. Y asnaya Polyana became a mecca for his many converts. At the age of eighty-
two, while away from home, the writer suffered a break down in his health in Astapovo, Riazan, and he died
there on November 20, 1910.

Jay Parini teaches English at Middlebury College and is the author of five novels, including The Last
Sation. Helivesin Vermont.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rosa Rogers.

Here thing why this Last Steps: The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good however it dependsin the content from it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Last Steps: The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Last Steps. The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere likein park your car, café, or even
in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Last Steps: The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics) in e-book can be your option.

Rodney Sierra:

The guide with title Last Steps: The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics) includes alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at thispoint. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.



Ruth Frye:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Last Steps: The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Last Steps. The Late Writings of Leo Tolstoy
(Penguin Classics) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Anne Shivers:

Isit an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Last Steps: The Late Writings of
Leo Tolstoy (Penguin Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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