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This volume is devoted to one of the fascinating things about stars: how they
evolve as they age. This evolution is different for stars of different masses. How
stars end their lives when their supply of energy is exhausted also depends on
their masses. Interestingly, astronomers conjectured about the ultimate fate of the
stars even before the details of their evolution became clear. Part I of this book
gives an account of the remarkable predictions made during the 1920s and 1930s
concerning the ultimate fate of stars. Since much of this development hinged on
quantum physics that emerged during this time, a detailed introduction to the
relevant physics is included in the book. Part II is a summary of the life history of
stars. This discussion is divided into three parts: low-mass stars, like our Sun,
intermediate-mass stars, and massive stars. Many of the concepts of
contemporary astrophysics were built on the foundation erected by
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar in the 1930s. This book, written during his birth
centenary, includes a brief biographical sketch of the brilliant scientist, which
readers will find fascinating.

Reading this book will get young students excited about the presently unfolding
revolution in astronomy and the challenges that await them in the world of
physics, engineering and technology. General readers will also find the book
appealing for its highly accessible narrative of the physics of stars.

This book is a companion volume of “What are the Stars?” by the same author.

"I know of no other book on the evolution of stars of a similar scope and breadth
that is so accessible for undergraduate students."

E P J van den Heuvel
Professor of Astrophysics

Winner of the Spinoza and Descartes PrizesUniversity of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This volume is devoted to one of the fascinating things about stars: how they evolve as they age. This
evolution is different for stars of different masses. How stars end their lives when their supply of energy is
exhausted also depends on their masses. Interestingly, astronomers conjectured about the ultimate fate of the
stars even before the details of their evolution became clear. Part I of this book gives an account of the
remarkable predictions made during the 1920s and 1930s concerning the ultimate fate of stars. Since much of
this development hinged on quantum physics that emerged during this time, a detailed introduction to the
relevant physics is included in the book. Part II is a summary of the life history of stars. This discussion is
divided into three parts: low-mass stars, like our Sun, intermediate-mass stars, and massive stars. Many of
the concepts of contemporary astrophysics were built on the foundation erected by Subrahmanyan
Chandrasekhar in the 1930s. This book, written during his birth centenary, includes a brief biographical
sketch of the brilliant scientist, which readers will find fascinating.

Reading this book will get young students excited about the presently unfolding revolution in astronomy and
the challenges that await them in the world of physics, engineering and technology. General readers will also
find the book appealing for its highly accessible narrative of the physics of stars.  

This book is a companion volume of “What are the Stars?” by the same author.

"I know of no other book on the evolution of stars of a similar scope and breadth that is so accessible for
undergraduate students."

E P J van den Heuvel
Professor of Astrophysics

Winner of the Spinoza and Descartes PrizesUniversity of Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Andrews:

Here thing why this kind of Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics) are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Life and Death of the Stars
(Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate
Lecture Notes in Physics). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics) in
e-book can be your choice.

Jessica Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate
Lecture Notes in Physics) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kirk Qualls:

This Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture
Notes in Physics) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Barbara Watson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Life and Death of the Stars (Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics) can be your answer because
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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