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He wasn't born with the name Maniac Magee. He came into this world named
Jeffrey Lionel Magee, but when his parents died and his life changed, so did his
name. And Maniac Magee became alegend. Even today kids talk about how fast
he could run; about how he hit an inside-the-park “frog” homer; how no knot, no
matter how snarled, would stay that way once he began to untie it. But the thing
Maniac Magee is best known for iswhat he did for the kids from the East Side
and those from the West Side.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Maniac Magee is afolk story about a boy, a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, hit a home run off
the best pitcher in the neighborhood, tie a knot no one can undo. "Kid's gotta be a maniac,” is what the folks
in Two Mills say. It's aso the story of how this boy, Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee, confronts racism in a
small town, tries to find a home where there is none and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions
on the tough side of town. Presented as afolk tale, it's the stuff of storytelling. "The history of akid," says
Jerry Spinelli, "is one part fact, two parts legend, and three parts snowball." And for thiskid, four parts of
fun. Maniac M agee won the 1991 Newbery Medal.

From Publishers Weekly

Winner of the Newbery Medal, this humorous yet poignant tall tale concerns a super-athletic teenager who
bridges histown'sracial gap. Ages 8-12.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-10-- Warning: this interesting book is amythical story about racism. It should not be read as redlity.
Legend springs up about Jeffrey "Maniac" Magee, awhite boy who runs faster and hits balls farther than
anyone, who lives on his own with amazing grace, and isinnocent asto racial affairs. After running away
from aloveless home, he encounters several families, in and around Two Mills, atown sharply divided into
the black East End and the white West End. Black, feisty Amanda Beale and her family lovingly open their
home to Maniac, and tough, smart-talking "Mars Bar" Thompson and other characters are all, to varying
degrees, full of prejudices and unaware of their own racism. Racial epithets are sprinkled throught the book;
Mars Bar cals Maniac "fishbelly,” and blacks are described by awhite character as being "today's Indians.”
In the final, digointed section of the book, Maniac confronts the hatred that perpetuates ignorance by
bringing Mars Bar to meet the Pickwells--"the best the West End had to offer." In the feel-good ending, Mars
and Maniac resolve their differences; Maniac gets a home and there is hope for at least improved racial
relations. Unreal? Y es. It's a cop-out for Spinelli to have framed this story as alegend--it frees him from
having to make it real, or even possible. Nevertheless, the book will stimulate thinking about racism, and it
might help educate those readers who, like so many students, have no first-hand knowledge of people of
other races. Pathos and compassion inform a short, relatively easy-to-read story with broad appeal, which
suggests that to solve problems of racism, people must first know each other asindividuals. --Joel
Shoemaker, Tilford Middle School, Vinton, 1A

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
JoLee

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular



book you have read is actually Maniac Magee.

Kathryn Patter son:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Maniac Magee is simple to deliver you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can
save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Alexandra Dickey:

This Maniac Magee is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Maniac Magee can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
theideal Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

William Evans;

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Maniac Magee we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life by this book Maniac Magee. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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