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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Start developing applications with Oracle PL/SQL-fast! This integrated book-and-Web learning solution
teaches all the Oracle PL/SQL skills you need, hands on, through real-world labs, extensive examples,
exercises, projects, and a complete Web-based training site. Oracle PL/SQL by Example, Third Edition
covers Oracle 10G and all the fundamentals: Master PL/SQL syntax, iterative and conditional control,
scoping, anchored datatypes, cursors, triggers, security, tables, procedures, functions, packages and Oracle-
supplied packages-plus powerful new techniques for working with exceptions, cursors, collections, and
records. Your free Web-based training module includes a Virtual Study Lounge where you can interact with
other learners, work on new projects, and get updates!

Totally integrated with a FREE, state-of-the-art Oracle 10G learning Web site! Every Prentice Hall Oracle
Interactive Workbook is fully integrated with its own exclusive Web site, giving you all this and more:

"Test Your Thinking" project solutions and detailed explanations Additional self-review exercises with
instant feedback and explanations An exclusive Virtual Study Lounge where you can interact with other
students!

Just the facts! No endless, boring discussions here! You'll learn hands on, through practical exercises, self-
review questions, and real-world answers. Exclusive "Test Your Thinking" projects guarantee you'll go
beyond rote knowledge to really master the subject! It's an integrated learning system that's proven to work!

About the Author

BENJAMIN ROSENZWEIG is a Loan Integration Manager at IQ Financial Systems. Prior to that he was a
principal consultant for more than three years at Oracle Corporation in the Custom Development
Department. His computer experience ranges from creating an electronic Tibetan-English Dictionary in
Kathmandu, Nepal, to supporting presentation centers at Goldman Sachs and managing a trading system at
TIAA-CREF. His previous Prentice Hall PTR publications include Oracle Forms Developer: The Complete
Video Course and Oracle Web Application Programming for PL/SQL Developers.

ELENA SILVESTROVA, a senior software engineer for a prominent New York brokerage firm and
securities dealer, has taught relational database programming in Columbia University's CTA program during
the past four years. She studied analysis and design at Columbia University and applied mathematics at Baku
State University in Azerbaijan.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Preface

Oracle PL/SQL by Example, 3rd edition, presents the Oracle PL/SQL programming language in a unique
and highly effective format. It challenges you to learn Oracle PL/SQL by using it rather than by simply
reading about it.Just as a grammar workbook would teach you about nouns and verbs by first showing you



examples and then asking you to write sentences, Oracle PL/SQL by Example teaches you about cursors,
loops, procedures, triggers, and so on by first showing you examples and then asking you to create these
objects yourself.

Who This Book Is For

This book is intended for anyone who needs a quick but detailed introduction to programming with Oracle's
PL/SQL language. The ideal readers are those with some relational database experience, with some Oracle
experience, specifically with SQL and SQL*Plus, but with little or no experience with PL/SQL or with most
other programming languages.

The content of this book is based on the material that is taught in an Introduction to PL/SQL class at
Columbia University's Computer Technology and Applications (CTA) program in New York City. The
student body is rather diverse, in that there are some students who have years of experience with information
technology (IT) and programming, but no experience with Oracle PL/SQL, and then there are those with
absolutely no experience in IT or programming. The content of the book, like the class, is balanced to meet
the needs of both extremes. The exercises in this book can be used as lab and homework assignments to
accompany the lectures in such a PL/SQL course.

How This Book Is Organized

The intent of this workbook is to teach you about Oracle PL/SQL by presenting you with a series of
challenges followed by detailed solutions to those challenges. The basic structure of each chapter is as
follows:

Chapter
- Lab
- - Exercises
- - Exercise Answers (with detailed discussion)
- - Self-Review Questions
- Lab...

Test Your Thinking Questions

Each chapter contains interactive labs that introduce topics about Oracle PL/SQL. The topics are discussed
briefly and then explored though exercises, which are the heart of each lab.

Each exercise consists of a series of steps that you will follow to perform a specific task, along with
questions that are designed to help you discover the important things about PL/SQL programming on your
own. The answers to these questions are given at the end of the Exercises, along with more in-depth
discussion of the concepts explored.

The exercises are not meant to be closed-book quizzes to test your knowledge. On the contrary, they are
intended to act as your guide and walk you through a task. You are encouraged to flip back and forth from
the exercise question section to the exercise answer section so that, if need be, you can read the answers and
discussions as you go along.

At the end of each lab is a series of multiple-choice self-review questions. These are meant to be closed-book
quizzes to test how well you understood the lab material. The answers to these questions appear in Appendix
A.Finally, at the end of each chapter you will find a Test Your Thinking section, which consists of a series of
projects designed to solidify all of the skills you have learned in the chapter. If you have successfully



completed all of the labs in the chapter, you should be able to tackle these projects with few problems. You
will find guidance and/or solutions to these in Appendix D and at the companion Web site.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Oracle
PL/SQL by Example (3rd Edition)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Peter Robey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Oracle PL/SQL by Example (3rd Edition), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Russell Diamond:

Oracle PL/SQL by Example (3rd Edition) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Oracle PL/SQL by Example (3rd
Edition) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Bruce Davis:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book Oracle PL/SQL by Example (3rd Edition). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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