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Examines both the legal and illegal uses of the death penalty in American
history.

In Race, Class, and the Death Penalty, Howard W. Allen and Jerome M. Clubb
examine historical trends in the use of capital punishment in the United States.
Employing empirical data, the authors explore how frequently the death penalty
has been used and how its frequency of use has changed, where the death penalty
was used most often, the offenses charged, and the characteristics of the
executed. Not surprisingly, their findings indicate that minority
groups—particularly African Americans and those of lower social and economic
status in general—have been executed in disproportionate numbers. The authors
conclude that while the use of the death penalty has progressively declined, and
the range of capital offenses has narrowed, disparities in the use of capital
punishment between social groups and regions that appeared in the colonial
period have persisted into the twenty-first century.

“…an exhaustive statistical analysis of the death penalty over the course of
American history … the most complete database of executions in the United
State to date.” — American Historical Review

“…draws from and builds on an extraordinary data set compiled by M. Watt
Espy, who gathered information on every execution in American history … a
very useful book.” — Journal of Southern History

“…pure quantitative history at its best … an important contribution to the field.”
— Journal of American Histo

“The authors have made ample (and intelligent) use of the Espy File Executions
in the U.S. 1608–2002 at the Death Penalty Information Center, the most
systematic database available on the history of capital punishment in the US …
Allen and Clubb provide a straightforward statistical portrait of capital
punishment in the US from the Colonial era to the post-WW II period. The
findings, while not surprising, are important for the simple fact that they rely on a
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highly respected database.” — CHOICE

“The long-standing practice of capital punishment in this country has been
controversial almost from its inception, and the controversy has been particularly
intense in recent decades. A careful analysis of the empirical facts of our
historical practices is tremendously important, and the authors do a great service
in collecting and assimilating many partial sources into what looks to be one of
the most comprehensive and definitive treatments of empirical information on the
use of capital punishment in the United States throughout its history.” — Carol S.
Steiker, coauthor of Criminal Law and Its Processes: Cases and Materials, Eighth
Edition

Howard W. Allen is Professor of History Emeritus at Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale.

Jerome M. Clubb is Research Scientist and Professor of History Emeritus at the
University of Michigan. Both Allen and Clubb have written several books,
including their coedited volume Electoral Change and Stability in American
Political History.
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Examines both the legal and illegal uses of the death penalty in American history.

In Race, Class, and the Death Penalty, Howard W. Allen and Jerome M. Clubb examine historical trends in
the use of capital punishment in the United States. Employing empirical data, the authors explore how
frequently the death penalty has been used and how its frequency of use has changed, where the death
penalty was used most often, the offenses charged, and the characteristics of the executed. Not surprisingly,
their findings indicate that minority groups—particularly African Americans and those of lower social and
economic status in general—have been executed in disproportionate numbers. The authors conclude that
while the use of the death penalty has progressively declined, and the range of capital offenses has narrowed,
disparities in the use of capital punishment between social groups and regions that appeared in the colonial
period have persisted into the twenty-first century.

“…an exhaustive statistical analysis of the death penalty over the course of American history … the most
complete database of executions in the United State to date.” — American Historical Review

“…draws from and builds on an extraordinary data set compiled by M. Watt Espy, who gathered information
on every execution in American history … a very useful book.” — Journal of Southern History

“…pure quantitative history at its best … an important contribution to the field.” — Journal of American
Histo

“The authors have made ample (and intelligent) use of the Espy File Executions in the U.S. 1608–2002 at the
Death Penalty Information Center, the most systematic database available on the history of capital
punishment in the US … Allen and Clubb provide a straightforward statistical portrait of capital punishment
in the US from the Colonial era to the post-WW II period. The findings, while not surprising, are important
for the simple fact that they rely on a highly respected database.” — CHOICE

“The long-standing practice of capital punishment in this country has been controversial almost from its
inception, and the controversy has been particularly intense in recent decades. A careful analysis of the
empirical facts of our historical practices is tremendously important, and the authors do a great service in
collecting and assimilating many partial sources into what looks to be one of the most comprehensive and
definitive treatments of empirical information on the use of capital punishment in the United States
throughout its history.” — Carol S. Steiker, coauthor of Criminal Law and Its Processes: Cases and
Materials, Eighth Edition

Howard W. Allen is Professor of History Emeritus at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.

Jerome M. Clubb is Research Scientist and Professor of History Emeritus at the University of Michigan.
Both Allen and Clubb have written several books, including their coedited volume Electoral Change and
Stability in American Political History.
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Editorial Review

Review
an exhaustive statistical analysis of the death penalty over the course of American history the most complete
database of executions in the United State to date. American Historical Review
draws from and builds on an extraordinary data set compiled by M. Watt Espy, who gathered information on
every execution in American history a very useful book. Journal of Southern History
pure quantitative history at its best an important contribution to the field. Journal of American Histo
The authors have made ample (and intelligent) use of the Espy File Executions in the U.S. 1608 2002 at the
Death Penalty Information Center, the most systematic database available on the history of capital
punishment in the US Allen and Clubb provide a straightforward statistical portrait of capital punishment in
the US from the Colonial era to the post-WW II period. The findings, while not surprising, are important for
the simple fact that they rely on a highly respected database. CHOICE
The long-standing practice of capital punishment in this country has been controversial almost from its
inception, and the controversy has been particularly intense in recent decades. A careful analysis of the
empirical facts of our historical practices is tremendously important, and the authors do a great service in
collecting and assimilating many partial sources into what looks to be one of the most comprehensive and
definitive treatments of empirical information on the use of capital punishment in the United States
throughout its history. Carol S. Steiker, coauthor of Criminal Law and Its Processes: Cases and Materials,
Eighth Edition"

..".an exhaustive statistical analysis of the death penalty over the course of American history ... the most
complete database of executions in the United State to date." -- American Historical Review ..".draws from
and builds on an extraordinary data set compiled by M. Watt Espy, who gathered information on every
execution in American history ... a very useful book." -- Journal of Southern History ..".pure quantitative
history at its best ... an important contribution to the field." -- Journal of American Histo "The authors have
made ample (and intelligent) use of the Espy File Executions in the U.S. 1608-2002 at the Death Penalty
Information Center, the most systematic database available on the history of capital punishment in the US ...
Allen and Clubb provide a straightforward statistical portrait of capital punishment in the US from the
Colonial era to the post-WW II period. The findings, while not surprising, are important for the simple fact
that they rely on a highly respected database." -- CHOICE "The long-standing practice of capital punishment
in this country has been controversial almost from its inception, and the controversy has been particularly
intense in recent decades. A careful analysis of the empirical facts of our historical practices is tremendously
important, and the authors do a great service in collecting and assimilating many partial sources into what
looks to be one of the most comprehensive and definitive treatments of empirical information on the use of
capital punishment in the United States throughout its history." -- Carol S. Steiker, coauthor of Criminal Law
and Its Processes: Cases and Materials, Eighth Edition

From the Back Cover
In Race, Class, and the Death Penalty, Howard W. Allen and Jerome M. Clubb examine historical trends in
the use of capital punishment in the United States. Employing empirical data, the authors explore how
frequently the death penalty has been used and how its frequency of use has changed, where the death
penalty was used most often, the offenses charged, and the characteristics of the executed. Not surprisingly,
their findings indicate that minority groups--particularly African Americans and those of lower social and
economic status in general--have been executed in disproportionate numbers. The authors conclude that
while the use of the death penalty has progressively declined, and the range of capital offenses has narrowed,



disparities in the use of capital punishment between social groups and regions that appeared in the colonial
period have persisted into the twenty-first century.

"The long-standing practice of capital punishment in this country has been controversial almost from its
inception, and the controversy has been particularly intense in recent decades. A careful analysis of the
empirical facts of our historical practices is tremendously important, and the authors do a great service in
collecting and assimilating many partial sources into what looks to be one of the most comprehensive and
definitive treatments of empirical information on the use of capital punishment in the United States
throughout its history." -- Carol S. Steiker, coauthor of Criminal Law and Its Processes: Cases and
Materials, Eighth Edition

About the Author
Howard W. Allen is Professor of History Emeritus at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.
Jerome M. Clubb is Research Scientist and Professor of History Emeritus at the University of Michigan.
Both Allen and Clubb have written several books, including their coedited volume Electoral Change and
Stability in American Political History

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Chan:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Race, Class, and the Death Penalty: Capital
Punishment in American History. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a book Race, Class, and the Death Penalty: Capital Punishment in
American History. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Omar Hinojosa:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Race, Class, and the Death Penalty: Capital Punishment in American History this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.

Henry Brown:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just



watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Race, Class, and the Death
Penalty: Capital Punishment in American History which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Roxie Gregory:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Race, Class, and the Death Penalty:
Capital Punishment in American History can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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