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Thisimportant 2006 textbook provides a critical introduction to the social
anthropology of religion, focusing on more recent classical ethnographies.
Comprehensive, free of scholastic jargon, engaging, and comparative in
approach, it covers all the major religious traditions that have been studied
concretely by anthropologists - Shamanism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism,
Christianity and its relation to African and Melanesian religions and
contemporary Neopaganism. Eschewing a thematic approach and treating
religion asasocia institution and not simply as an ideology or symbolic system,
the book follows the dual heritage of socia anthropology in combining an
interpretative understanding and sociological analysis. The book will appeal to
al students of anthropology, whether established scholars or initiates to the
discipline, as well asto students of the social sciences and religious studies, and
for all those interested in comparative religion.
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Thisimportant 2006 textbook provides a critical introduction to the social anthropology of religion, focusing
on more recent classical ethnographies. Comprehensive, free of scholastic jargon, engaging, and comparative
in approach, it covers all the major religious traditions that have been studied concretely by anthropologists -
Shamanism, Buddhism, I1slam, Hinduism, Christianity and its relation to African and Melanesian religions
and contemporary Neopaganism. Eschewing athematic approach and treating religion as a social institution
and not simply as an ideology or symbolic system, the book follows the dual heritage of social anthropology
in combining an interpretative understanding and sociological analysis. The book will appeal to all students
of anthropology, whether established scholars or initiates to the discipline, as well as to students of the social
sciences and religious studies, and for all those interested in comparative religion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As asequel and complement to Morris's previous reader on theoretical approaches to religion this book of
impressive scholarship is an admirable success and a thoroughly enjoyable read. The book is characterized
by arefreshing, commonsense approach to religion that is eminently accessible due to the consistent
avoidance of unnecessary jargon, psycho-babble or lyrical prose... The sympathetic and nonjudgmental
ethnographic descriptions, the dynamism of the theoretical polemic, the clear use of English, and the
elegance of the narrative structure made this book difficult to put down. A rare experience when reading
much modern anthropological writing." Jerome Lewis, London School of Economics and Political Science

“ Although the volume has obvious value as a general reference resource, it is designed for classroom use
(specifically for courses that survey religious traditions). Highly recommended.”
Choice

About the Author

Brian Morrisis an Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, Goldsmiths College, at the University of London.
His many publications include Chewa Medical Botany, Animals and Ancestors, Kropotkin: The Politics of
Community, Insects and Human Life and Anthropological Studies of Religion: An Introductory Text
(Cambridge University Press, 1987).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John McDole:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy
it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction as your daily resource
information.

Donald Davisson:

The actual book Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unigue. If you try to find new book to study,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can a so get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.



Lynda Alford:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Religion and
Anthropology: A Critical Introduction that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction become
your current starter.

Harold Thompson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
S0, thisReligion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction can make you experience more interested to
read.
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