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David Morgan builds on his previous groundbreaking work to offer this new,
systematically integrated theory of the study of religion as visual culture.
Providing key tools for scholars across disciplines studying the materiality of
religions, Morgan gives an accessibly written theoretical overview including case
studies of the ways seeing is related to touching, hearing, feeling, and such
ephemeral experiences as dreams, imagination, and visions. The case studies
explore both the high and low of religious visual culture: Catholic traditions of
the erotic Sacred Heart of Jesus, the unrecognizability of the Virgin in the Fatima
apparitions, the prehistory of Warner Sallman’s face of Jesus, and more. Basing
the study of religiousimages and visual practicesin the relationship between
seeing and the senses, Morgan argues against reductionist models of “the gaze,”
demonstrating that vision is not something that occurs in abstraction, but isa
fundamenta way of embodying the human self.
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theory of the study of religion as visual culture. Providing key tools for scholars across disciplines studying
the materiality of religions, Morgan gives an accessibly written theoretical overview including case studies
of the ways seeing is related to touching, hearing, feeling, and such ephemeral experiences as dreams,
imagination, and visions. The case studies explore both the high and low of religious visual culture: Catholic
traditions of the erotic Sacred Heart of Jesus, the unrecognizability of the Virgin in the Fatima apparitions,
the prehistory of Warner Sallman’ s face of Jesus, and more. Basing the study of religious images and visua
practices in the relationship between seeing and the senses, Morgan argues against reductionist models of
“the gaze,” demonstrating that vision is not something that occurs in abstraction, but is afundamental way of
embodying the human self.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This rewarding book will provoke thought and re-vision. . . . Highly recommended.”
(Choice 2012-09-01)

“Excellent analysis of the social dynamics of the visual field.”
(Monique Scheer, Universitét Tubingen Journal Of Religion In Europe 2013-01-18)

“Morgan’s clever and penetrating academic analysis of case studies provides histext with profundity and
interest.”
(Jeremy W. H. Arnold Religious Studies Review 2013-01-31)

“A first-rate work of scholarship. . . . Anyone piqued by these subjects will find David Morgan’s pioneering
vision deeply satisfying.”
(Image 2012-03-13)

From the Inside Flap

"Exploring a dazzling variety of religious imagery, David Morgan shows how vision functions as an active,
physical process, embedded in bodily experience and profoundly shaped by social practice. Morgan's bold,
thoughtful interpretations will fascinate art historians and students of visual culture as well as historians of
religion.” -Pepe Karmel, Department of Art History, New Y ork University

"The Embodied Eye is an important and truly groundbreaking book. It represents a substantive and quite
fascinating extension of David Morgan's previous work- especially as it impressively shows us how 'seeing’
isthe primary medium of social life, and materially integrates the body of the individual and the body of the
group. Morgan is unguestionably the pioneering theorist in the whole emergent field of Visual and Culture
Studies asit relates to religion and art.” -Norman Girardot, University Distinguished Professor, Lehigh
University

“Under David Morgan’ sinspiring guidance, readers are taken on a dazzling journey through religious images
that mediate worlds of faith. Embedding vision in the body, this book stands out with its thought-provoking
approach to religious media as material and embodied interfaces that underpin the social construction of the
sacred.” -Birgit Meyer, Professor of Religious Studies, Utrecht University

About the Author

David Morgan is Professor of Religion at Duke University. He is the author of several books, including The
Sacred Gaze: Religious Visual Culturein Theory and Practice and Visual Piety (both from UC Press).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Peter Clark:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're till students or that for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Embodied Eye: Religious
Visua Culture and the Social Life of Feeling. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. Y ou can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jerry Raminez:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Embodied Eye: Religious Visua Culture and the Social Life of Feeling provide you with new
experience in studying a book.

BerniceKing:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can see
that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is The
Embodied Eye: Religious Visual Culture and the Social Life of Feeling this e-book consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some study when he makes this book. That iswhy this book acceptable all of you.

William Henslee:

As acollege student exactly fedl bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Embodied Eye: Religious Visual Culture and the Social Life of
Feeling can make you experience more interested to read.
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