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Emphasizes the major interactions among different peoples and societies. 
 
World History in Brief highlights key events in world history, giving adequate
treatment to the major issues, while leaving time for analysis and use of
supplemental materials for critical thinking.
 
Part of the Penguin Academics Series, the text takes a truly global approach by
balancing coverage of individual societies and focusing on forces that cut across
them. Students are encouraged to compare societies, assess changes in
interactions, and understand global forces such as migration and technological
exchange.
 
The 8th edition is tied closely to MyHistoryLab to help save time and improve
results. MyHistoryLab icons connect the main narrative to an array of
MyHistoryLab resources, including primary source documents, analytical video
segments, and interactive maps.
 
A better teaching and learning experience
This program will provide a better teaching and learning experience–for you and
your students. Here’s how:

Personalize Learning — The new MyHistoryLab delivers proven results in●

helping students succeed, provides engaging experiences that personalize
learning, and comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a
deep commitment to helping students and instructors achieve their goals.
Improve Critical Thinking — Features at the beginning and end of each part●

help students make connections among the societies examined in the chapters.
Engage Students — “Solving Problems,” “History Debates,” and “World●

Profiles” features allow students to approach history from different angles.
Support Instructors — MyHistoryLab, an Instructor’s Resource Manual, a Test●

Bank, MyTest, PowerPoint presentations, a detailed timeline for each period
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covered in the text, and Class Preparation are available.

For the combined volume of this text, search ISBN-10: 0205939201
For volume 2 of this text, search ISBN-10: 0205939422
 
Note: MyHistoryLab does not come automatically packaged with this text. To
purchase MyHistoryLab, please visit: www.myhistorylab.com or you can
purchase a ValuePack of the text + MyHistorylab (at no additional cost):
ValuePack ISBN-10: 0205896286 / ValuePack ISBN-13: 9780205896288.
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individual societies and focusing on forces that cut across them. Students are encouraged to compare
societies, assess changes in interactions, and understand global forces such as migration and technological
exchange.
 
The 8th edition is tied closely to MyHistoryLab to help save time and improve results. MyHistoryLab icons
connect the main narrative to an array of MyHistoryLab resources, including primary source documents,
analytical video segments, and interactive maps.
 
A better teaching and learning experience
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Personalize Learning — The new MyHistoryLab delivers proven results in helping students succeed,●

provides engaging experiences that personalize learning, and comes from a trusted partner with educational
expertise and a deep commitment to helping students and instructors achieve their goals.
Improve Critical Thinking — Features at the beginning and end of each part help students make●

connections among the societies examined in the chapters.
Engage Students — “Solving Problems,” “History Debates,” and “World Profiles” features allow students●

to approach history from different angles.
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presentations, a detailed timeline for each period covered in the text, and Class Preparation are available.
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Note: MyHistoryLab does not come automatically packaged with this text. To purchase MyHistoryLab,
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a high quality, affordable text that has very strong instructor resources.”
          -Kristopher Treat, Arizona State University
 
“I…really appreciate the instructor's manual and the way the book highlights themes and key questions.
These additional aids facilitate covering a lot of material quickly but coherently.”
          -Kathleen Parrow, Black Hills State University
 
“Its brevity allows me to expect students will read everything, while it is still a good text despite being so
brief.”
          -Matthew Stanard, Berry College
 
“The brief version works well for a one-semester course…Stearns does not get bogged down in the details;
he presents a broad overview of critical points and cultural traits.”
          -Terry Reynolds, Michigan Technological University
 
 

About the Author

P eter N. Stearns is Provost and University Professor at George Mason University. He has taught previously
at Harvard, the University of Chicago, Rutgers, and Carnegie Mellon; he was educated at Harvard
University. He has published widely in modern social history, including the history of emotions, and in
world history. Representative works in world history include World History: A Survey, The Industrial
Revolution in World History, Gender in World History, Consumerism in World History>, Human Rights in
World History, and Growing Up: The History of Childhood in Global Context. His publications in social
history include Old Age in Preindustrial Society, Anxious Parents: A History of Modern American
Childrearing, American Cool: Developing the Twentieth-Century Emotional Style, Fat History: Bodies and
Beauty in Western Society, American Fear: The Causes and Consequences of High Anxiety, Revolutions in
Sorrow: A History of American Experiences and Policies Toward Death in Global Context, From Alienation
to Addiction: Modern American Work in Global Historical Perspective, Educating Global Citizens in
Colleges and Universities: Challenges and Opportunities, and Satisfaction Not Guaranteed:  Dilemmas of
Progress in Modern Society. While under Dr. Stearns’s leadership, George Mason University was awarded
the 2006 Andrew Heiskell Award for Innovation in International Education. He has also edited
encyclopedias of world and social history, and since 1967, he has served as editor-in-chief of The Journal of
Social History. In most of his research and writing, Dr. Stearns pursues three main goals. First, as a social
historian, he is eager to explore aspects of the human experience that are not generally thought of in
historical terms, and with attention to ordinary people as well as elites. Second, he seeks to use an
understanding of historical change and continuity to explore patterns of behavior and social issues. Finally,
he is concerned with connecting new historical research with wider audiences, including of course
classrooms. Dr. Stearns is also eager to promote comparative analysis and the assessment of modern global
forces—for their own sake and as they illuminate the American experience and impact.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

The experience that you get from World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity, since
1450, Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th Edition) may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity, since 1450,
Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th Edition) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity,
since 1450, Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th Edition) instantly.

Melanie Tuck:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and
Continuity, since 1450, Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th Edition) as your daily resource
information.

Kathryn Patterson:

Exactly why? Because this World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity, since 1450,
Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th Edition) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
World History in Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity, since 1450, Volume 2, Penguin Academic
Edition (8th Edition) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then



become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The World History in
Brief: Major Patterns of Change and Continuity, since 1450, Volume 2, Penguin Academic Edition (8th
Edition) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for
your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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