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The six stories in Haruki Murakami’s mesmerizing collection are set at the time
of the catastrophic 1995 Kobe earthquake, when Japan became brutally aware of
the fragility of its daily existence. But the upheavals that afflict Murakami’s
characters are even deeper and more mysterious, emanating from a place where
the human meets the inhuman.

An electronics salesman who has been abruptly deserted by his wife agrees to
deliver an enigmatic package—and is rewarded with a glimpse of his true nature.
A man who has been raised to view himself as the son of God pursues a stranger
who may or may not be his human father. A mild-mannered collection agent
receives a visit from a giant talking frog who enlists his help in saving Tokyo
from destruction. As haunting as dreams, as potent as oracles, the stories in After
the Quake are further proof that Murakami is one of the most visionary writers
at work today.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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that afflict Murakami’s characters are even deeper and more mysterious, emanating from a place where the
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An electronics salesman who has been abruptly deserted by his wife agrees to deliver an enigmatic
package—and is rewarded with a glimpse of his true nature. A man who has been raised to view himself as
the son of God pursues a stranger who may or may not be his human father. A mild-mannered collection
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Haruki Murakami, a writer both mystical and hip, is the West's favorite Japanese novelist. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, Murakami lived abroad until 1995. That year, two disasters struck Japan: the lethal
earthquake in Kobe and the deadly poison gas attacks in the Tokyo subway. Spurred by these tragic events,
Murakami returned home. The stories in After the Quake are set in the months that fell between the
earthquake and the subway attack, presenting a world marked by despair, hope, and a kind of human instinct
for transformation. A teenage girl and a middle-aged man share a hobby of making beach bonfires; a
businesswoman travels to Thailand and, quietly, confronts her own death; three friends act out a modern-day
Tokyo version of Jules and Jim. There's a surreal element running through the collection in the form of
unlikely frogs turning up in unlikely places. News of the earthquake hums throughout. The book opens with
the dull buzz of disaster-watching: "Five straight days she spent in front of the television, staring at the
crumbled banks and hospitals, whole blocks of stores in flames, severed rail lines and expressways." With
language that's never self-consciously lyrical or show-offy, Murakami constructs stories as tight and
beautiful as poems. There's no turning back for his people; there's only before and after the quake. --Claire
Dederer

From Publishers Weekly
These six stories, all loosely connected to the disastrous 1995 earthquake in Kobe, are Murakami (The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle; Norwegian Wood) at his best. The writer, who returned to live in Japan after the
Kobe earthquake, measures his country's suffering and finds reassurance in the inevitability that love will
surmount tragedy, mustering his casually elegant prose and keen sense of the absurd in the service of
healing. In "Honey Pie," Junpei, a gentle, caring man, loses his would-be sweetheart, Sayoko, when his
aggressive best friend, Takatsuki, marries her. They have a child, Sala. He remains close friends with them
and becomes even closer after they divorce, but still cannot bring himself to declare his love for Sayoko. Sala
is traumatized by the quake and Junpei concocts a wonderful allegorical tale to ease her hurt and give
himself the courage to reveal his love for Sayoko. In "UFO in Kushiro" the horrors of the quake inspire a
woman to leave her perfectly respectable and loving husband, Komura, because "you have nothing inside
you that you can give me." Komura then has a surreal experience that more or less confirms his wife's
assessment. The theme of nothingness is revisited in the powerful "Thailand," in which a female doctor who
is on vacation in Thailand and very bitter after a divorce, encounters a mysterious old woman who tells her
"There is a stone inside your body.... You must get rid of the stone. Otherwise, after you die and are
cremated, only the stone will remain." The remaining stories are of equal quality, the characters fully
developed and memorable. Murakami has created a series of small masterpieces.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Noted Japanese author Murakami (Sputnik Sweetheart) offers six short stories set around the time of the
devastating 7.2-magnitude earthquake in Kobe, which killed thousands in January 1995. The stories are very
loosely woven together by passing references made to the tragic event. Focusing on the relationships
between people who are all broken by life, the stories include "UFO in Kushiro," in which a salesman comes
home one day to find himself abandoned by his wife, who has left him a note and later asks for a divorce;
"All God's Children Can Dance," which tells the story of Yoshiya, a man born out of wedlock to a religiously
zealous woman (even being told by her that his birth was "divine") who later goes out in search of his father;
and "Honey Pie," which describes the longstanding friendships of three college friends, a single man and a



married couple, who grow older together wondering about the state of their relationships after the couple's
divorce. However, in "Super-Frog Saves Tokyo," Murakami uses earthquakes as the central theme; here a
giant talking frog shows up in a man's apartment and asks him for his assistance in saving Tokyo from a
major earthquake. Murakami's writing examines the state of the human condition in a manner similar to that
of National Book Award winner Ha Jin, but Murakami's stories often end abruptly, leaving readers to
determine for themselves how the stories are to be resolved, if at all. Public and academic libraries with
collections of Murakami's work will probably want to add this one. Shirley N. Quan, Orange Cty. P.L., Santa
Ana, CA
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this After the Quake: Stories
(Vintage International) to read.

Andre Rosier:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love After the Quake: Stories (Vintage
International), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Muriel Colvard:

After the Quake: Stories (Vintage International) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing After the Quake: Stories
(Vintage International) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.



Silvia Smedley:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This After the Quake: Stories (Vintage
International) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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