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Between the late Renaissance and the early nineteenth century, the ancient arts of
architecture were being profoundly transformed by the scientific revolution. This
important book, which won the 1984 Alice Davis Hitchcock Award, traces the
process by which the mystical and numerological grounds for the use of number
and geometry in building gave way to the more functional and technical ones that
prevail in architectural theory and practice today. Throughout, it relates the major
architectural treatises of successive generations to the larger culture and the
writings of philosophers, mathematicians, scientists, and engineers.

The book leads the reader through the controversy that was generated by Claude
Perrault in the seventeenth century. His writings began to cast doubt on the
absolute aesthetic value of the classical orders and the "perfect" proportions that
were architecture's legacy from Pythagorean times. Thus the once immutable
"invisible" system lost its special status forever. The book focuses in particular
on eighteenth-century developments in the science of mechanics and emerging
techniques in structural analysis which slowly entered the architectural treatises
and found their way into practice, often by way of civil and military engineers.
And by the nineteenth century, the book notes, even architectural rendering and
drawing were radically changed through the introduction of new descriptive and
projective geometries.

Tracing these fundamental changes in architectural intentions, Pérez-Gómez
challenges many popular misconceptions about the theory and history of modern
architecture. At the same time, he suggests an intangible loss, that of a culture's
power to express through a building its total mathematical, mystical, and magical
world-view.
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Between the late Renaissance and the early nineteenth century, the ancient arts of architecture were being
profoundly transformed by the scientific revolution. This important book, which won the 1984 Alice Davis
Hitchcock Award, traces the process by which the mystical and numerological grounds for the use of number
and geometry in building gave way to the more functional and technical ones that prevail in architectural
theory and practice today. Throughout, it relates the major architectural treatises of successive generations to
the larger culture and the writings of philosophers, mathematicians, scientists, and engineers.

The book leads the reader through the controversy that was generated by Claude Perrault in the seventeenth
century. His writings began to cast doubt on the absolute aesthetic value of the classical orders and the
"perfect" proportions that were architecture's legacy from Pythagorean times. Thus the once immutable
"invisible" system lost its special status forever. The book focuses in particular on eighteenth-century
developments in the science of mechanics and emerging techniques in structural analysis which slowly
entered the architectural treatises and found their way into practice, often by way of civil and military
engineers. And by the nineteenth century, the book notes, even architectural rendering and drawing were
radically changed through the introduction of new descriptive and projective geometries.

Tracing these fundamental changes in architectural intentions, Pérez-Gómez challenges many popular
misconceptions about the theory and history of modern architecture. At the same time, he suggests an
intangible loss, that of a culture's power to express through a building its total mathematical, mystical, and
magical world-view.
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Editorial Review

Review

A heroic and high-flying attempt to banish the demons of positivism, structuralism, and modernism from the
architectural arena. Whether he knows it or not the author is issuing the summons for a return to Classicism.

(George Hersey, Professor of the History of Art, Yale University, and author of Pythagorean Palaces)

Geometry was demoted from its regal status as the generator of forms to being the servant of surveyors and
engineers. It is a paradox that this happened as techniques of mensuration and construction, as well as
geometrical speculation, intensified. Pérez-Gómez has placed this paradox in its proper context, scientific
and philosophical. But most important to me, he has shown how much that is done and written about
architecture nowadays is a direct consequence of that demotion. This book is essential reading for anyone
who believes that architecture most reaffirm its role as the theatre of memory and metaphor -- that there is no
such thing as a meaningless structure.

(Joseph Rykwert, Professor of the History of Architecture, University of Essex, UK)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Spanish

About the Author

Alberto Pérez-Gómez is Saidye Rosner Bronfman Professor of the History of Architecture at McGill
University. He is the author of Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science (MIT Press, 1983) and (with
Louise Pelletier) Architecural Representation and the Perspective Hinge (MIT Press, 1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Architecture and the Crisis
of Modern Science (MIT Press) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or suited book with you?



Randy Anderson:

Typically the book Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science (MIT Press) will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Architecture and the Crisis of Modern
Science (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sharon Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Architecture and the Crisis of Modern
Science (MIT Press) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Architecture and the
Crisis of Modern Science (MIT Press) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Mary Haskell:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list is usually Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science (MIT
Press). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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