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Since Freud published the Interpretation of Dreams in 1900 and utilized
Sophocles' Oedipus Rex to work through his devel oping ideas about the psycho-
sexual development of children, it has been virtually impossible to think about
psychoanalysis without reference to classical myth. Myth has the capacity to
transcend the context of any particular retelling, continuing to transform our
understanding of the present. Throughout the twentieth century, experts on the
ancient world have turned to the insights of psychoanalytic criticism to
supplement and inform their readings of classical myth and literature.

This volume examines the inter-relationship of classical myth and psychoanalysis
from the generation before Freud to the present day, engaging with debates about
the role of classical myth in modernity, the importance of psychoanalytic ideas
for cultura critique, and its ongoing relevance to ways of conceiving the self.
The chapters trace the historical roots of termsin everyday usage, such as
narcissism and the phallic symbol, in the reception of Classical Greece, and cover
avariety of both classical and psychoanalytic texts.
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Since Freud published the Interpretation of Dreamsin 1900 and utilized Sophocles Oedipus Rex to work
through his devel oping ideas about the psycho-sexual development of children, it has been virtually
impossible to think about psychoanalysis without reference to classical myth. Myth has the capacity to
transcend the context of any particular retelling, continuing to transform our understanding of the present.
Throughout the twentieth century, experts on the ancient world have turned to the insights of psychoanalytic
criticism to supplement and inform their readings of classical myth and literature.

This volume examines the inter-relationship of classical myth and psychoanalysis from the generation before
Freud to the present day, engaging with debates about the role of classical myth in modernity, the importance
of psychoanalytic ideas for cultural critique, and its ongoing relevance to ways of conceiving the self. The
chapters trace the historical roots of termsin everyday usage, such as narcissism and the phallic symbal, in
the reception of Classical Greece, and cover avariety of both classical and psychoanalytic texts.
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Editorial Review

Review

It isacollection that will make an impact on psychoanalytic studies, as well as classics, with re-evaluations
of psychoanalytic narcissism and masculinity, and of Freud's engagements with ancient myth, drama and
epic. Helen Morales, The Times Literary Supplement engaging ... these writings preserve lively traces of the
oral performance by an international roster of scholars committed to - and critical of - the interpretation of
Greek and Roman mythology through the various theoretical frameworks of psychoanalysis. Steven Z.
Levine, Bryn Mawr Classical Review With an introduction and eighteen essays this volume displays the
wide ranging conversance with psychoanalytic theory that classicists have developed in the last thirty years.
Victoria Pedrick, Hermathena

About the Author

Vanda Zajko is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Bristol. She has wide-ranging research
interests in the reception of classical literature, particularly in the 20th century, and in mythology,
psychoanalytic theory, and feminist thought. She has published on a variety of ancient authors including
Homer, Aeschylus, and Ovid, and on Shakespeare, K eats, Ted Hughes, Melanie Klein, James Joyce, Freud,
Mary Shelley, and Robert Graves. She was co-editor with Miriam Leonard of Laughing with Medusa:
Classical Myth and Feminist Thought (OUP, 2006) and with Alexandra Lianeri of Transglation and the
Classic: Identity as Change in the History of Culture (OUP, 2008).

Ellen O'Gorman is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Bristol. She works on ancient
historiography and its reception, and on historical and psychoanalytic theory. She has published on Livy,
Sallugt, Tacitus, Ovid, Homer, Lucan, Statius, Flaubert, Freud, and Lacan. She is the author of Irony and
Misreading in the Annals of Tacitus (2000).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Franco:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and
Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Amanda Despain:

This Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) is
great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great



arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
factsinit. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of
the Self (Classical Presences) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but
thisreserve already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you till

doubt that will?

Adam Y oungblood:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis. Ancient and
Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) can give you alot of friends because by you taking alook at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self
(Classica Presences).

Keith Kuhlman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis.
Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Classica Myth and
Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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