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Delivered in Young’s classic bluesy tone, this powerful collection of poems
about the American family, smoky Southern food, and the losses that time
inevitably brings “bristles with life, nerve and, best of all, wit” (San Francisco
Chronicle).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Perhaps the most prominent African-American poet of his generation, the prolific Young (For the
Confederate Dead) begins his sixth book, which gathers sets of independent short poems—some very funny,
some heartbreaking, almost all in deftly enjambed, uncommonly various lines—with evocations of his
childhood, at once cozy and surrounded by half-secret threats: Back/ in the day, my mother cut my afro/
every few months, bathroom layered/ with headlines proclaiming the world's end. Young then launches into
odes to foods, many (but not all) of them from African-American traditions: I know you're the blues/ because
loving you/ may kill me, says Ode to Pork. Other work finds lessons in country and country-rock music (On
Being the Only Black Person at the Johnny Paycheck Concert). For all the humor, and all the autobiography,
in this big book, Young digs deepest and sounds most powerful when he returns to the unlucky, unlovely,
generalized personae of blues, who become in his hands at once a source of energy and a means for elegy:
Let me be what/ dust has to be, settling// over everything, he says in the bluesy Lullaby, & I promise to
dream// of new houses & old/ loves no longer. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Young is a fluent and bold interpreter of American culture and attitude, writing shrewd blues and droll lyrics
that upend and undo catchphrases, familiar figures, and down-home habits. Prizewinning and popular with
readers beyond the usual poetry aficionados, Young follows his historically oriented For the Confederate
Dead (2007) with his sixth and most autobiographical collection, in which he remembers his dead, especially
his recently deceased father. Looking back to his Louisiana childhood, Young finds surprising connections
as he writes of stars, mosquitoes, his father’s “sweet blood,” sustenance, and funerals. Red dirt, buzzing
wasps, kissing cousins, haircuts, and TV all form moiré patterns as vaporous memories are condensed into
poetry. Young reaches for myth but can’t resist wit, paying hilarious tribute to aunties and uncles, dealing in
double entendres, capturing the topsy-turvy, otherworldly ambience of Las Vegas. And even while deeply
mourning for his father, he pulls a Neruda and writes funny, sly odes to the ordinary, focusing on food,
metaphors for desire, the life force, and death’s endless consumption. --Donna Seaman

Review
“Young is a fluent and bold interpreter of American culture and attitude, writing shrewd blues and droll
lyrics that upend and undo catchphrases, familiar figures, and down-home habits.” —Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Dear Darkness: Poems. Try to the actual book Dear Darkness: Poems as
your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Tanisha Goss:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Dear Darkness: Poems book
as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Here thing why this Dear Darkness: Poems are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Dear
Darkness: Poems giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no book that similar with Dear Darkness: Poems. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Dear Darkness: Poems in e-book
can be your choice.

Ok Lord:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Dear Darkness: Poems.
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