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Offering a refreshing combination of accessibility and intellectual rigor, How to
Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies, Third
Edition, presents an up-to-date, concise, and wide-ranging historicist survey of
contemporary thinking in critical theory. The only book of its kind that
thoroughly merges literary studies with cultural studies, this text provides a
critical look at the major movements in literary studies since the 1930s, including
those often omitted from other texts. It is also the only up-to-date survey of
literary theory that devotes extensive treatment to Queer Theory and Postcolonial
and Race Studies. How to Interpret Literature is ideal as a stand-alone text or in
conjunction with an anthology of primary readings such as Robert Dale Parker's
Critical Theory: A Reader for Literary and Cultural Studies.

Distinctive Features
* A conversational and engaging tone that speaks directly to today's students
* Wider coverage than any book of its kind
* A rich assortment of pedagogical features (charts, text boxes, photos, and
suggestions for further reading)
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Editorial Review

Review

"How to Interpret Literature takes on an immense and formidable task--presenting to students the corpus of
twentieth-century literary theory and its differing schools, conflicts, and developments--and it succeeds with
a minimum of fuss, grandstanding, ponderousness at synthesizing all of this in one handy volume. Parker's
sensitive, responsive, measured, ethically minded, and dazzlingly well-informed approach makes theory
lucid, accessible, and inviting while also acknowledging that it is an irreducibly complex, simultaneously
graspable intellectual project that demands a lifetime's worth of repeated inquiry."--David Greven, University
of South Carolina

"A clear, highly readable introduction to critical theory with plenty of fine explanations and illuminating
examples drawn from literature, film, and music."--Paul Klemp, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh

"How to Interpret Literature is a clearly written and accessible guide to critical theory for students of English
Studies. In this book students will find a friendly and readable guide to complex and often intimidating
theoretical concepts."--Richard Zumkhawala-Cook, Shippensburg University

About the Author

Robert Dale Parker is James M. Benson Professor of English at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Inside other case, little people like to read book How To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and
Cultural Studies. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book How To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural
Studies. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's read.



Shelly Rodriguez:

The ability that you get from How To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but How To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for
Literary and Cultural Studies giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of How
To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies instantly.

Helen Samuel:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this How To Interpret
Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Susan Ross:

Often the book How To Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.
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