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Stephen Darwall presents a series of essays that explore the view that central
moral concepts are irreducibly second-personal, in that they entail mutual
accountability and the authority to address demands. He illustrates the power of
the second-personal framework to illuminate a wide variety of issues in moral,
political, and legal philosophy. Section I concerns morality: its distinctiveness
among normative concepts; the metaethics of 'bipolar obligations' (owed to
someone); the relation between moral obligation's form and the substance of our
obligations; whether the fact that an action is wrong is itself a reason against
action (as opposed to simply entailing that sufficient moral reasons independently
exist); and whether morality requires general principles or might be irreducibly
particularistic. Section II consists of two essays on autonomy: one discussing the
relation between Kant's 'autonomy of the will' and the right to autonomy, and
another arguing that what makes an agent's desires and will reason giving is not
the basis of 'internal' practical reasons in desire, but the dignity of persons and
shared second-personal authority. Section III focuses on the nature of authority
and the law. Two essays take up Joseph Raz's influential 'normal justification
thesis' and argue that it fails to capture authority's second-personal nature,
without which authority cannot create 'exclusionary' and 'preemptive' reasons.
The final two essays concern law. The first sketches the insights that a second-
personal approach can provide into the nature of law and the grounds of
distinctions between different parts of law. The second shows how a second-
personal framework can be used to develop the 'civil recourse theory' in the law
of torts.
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Stephen Darwall presents a series of essays that explore the view that central moral concepts are irreducibly
second-personal, in that they entail mutual accountability and the authority to address demands. He
illustrates the power of the second-personal framework to illuminate a wide variety of issues in moral,
political, and legal philosophy. Section I concerns morality: its distinctiveness among normative concepts;
the metaethics of 'bipolar obligations' (owed to someone); the relation between moral obligation's form and
the substance of our obligations; whether the fact that an action is wrong is itself a reason against action (as
opposed to simply entailing that sufficient moral reasons independently exist); and whether morality requires
general principles or might be irreducibly particularistic. Section II consists of two essays on autonomy: one
discussing the relation between Kant's 'autonomy of the will' and the right to autonomy, and another arguing
that what makes an agent's desires and will reason giving is not the basis of 'internal' practical reasons in
desire, but the dignity of persons and shared second-personal authority. Section III focuses on the nature of
authority and the law. Two essays take up Joseph Raz's influential 'normal justification thesis' and argue that
it fails to capture authority's second-personal nature, without which authority cannot create 'exclusionary' and
'preemptive' reasons. The final two essays concern law. The first sketches the insights that a second-personal
approach can provide into the nature of law and the grounds of distinctions between different parts of law.
The second shows how a second-personal framework can be used to develop the 'civil recourse theory' in the
law of torts.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stephen Darwall is Andrew Downey Orrick Professor of Philosophy at Yale University and John Dewey
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus at the University of Michigan. He has written widely on the
history and foundations of ethics. His most important books include: Impartial Reason (1983), The British
Moralists and the Internal 'Ought': 1640-1740, Philosophical Ethics (1998), Welfare and Rational Care
(2002), and The Second-Person Standpoint (2006). He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences and, with David Velleman, founding co-editor of Philosophers' Imprint.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

The book Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication Morality, Authority, and Law:
Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Rebecca Stark:

The guide untitled Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Olsen:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read will be Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I.



Ian Bracy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Morality, Authority, and
Law: Essays in Second-Personal Ethics I that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Morality, Authority, and Law: Essays in
Second-Personal Ethics I become your own personal starter.
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