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As the twentieth century began, oil in Texas was easy to find, but the quantities
were too small to attract industrial capital and production. Then, on January 10,
1901, the Spindletop gusher blew in. Over the next fifty years, oil transformed
Texas, creating a booming economy that built cities, attracted out-of -state
workers and companies, funded schools and universities, and generated wealth
that raised the overal standard of living—even for blue-collar workers. No other
twentieth-century devel opment had a more profound effect upon the state.

In this book, Roger M. Olien and Diana Davids Hinton chronicle the explosive
growth of the Texas oil industry from the first commercial production at
Corsicanain the 1890s through the vital role of Texas oil in World War I1. Using
both archival records and oral histories, they follow the wildcatters and the
gushers as the oil industry spread into amost every region of the state. The
authors trace the development of many branches of the petroleum
industry—pipelines, refining, petrochemicals, and natural gas. They also explore
how overproduction and volatile prices led to increasing regulation and gave
broad regulatory powers to the Texas Railroad Commission.
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Asthe twentieth century began, oil in Texas was easy to find, but the quantities were too small to attract
industrial capital and production. Then, on January 10, 1901, the Spindletop gusher blew in. Over the next
fifty years, oil transformed Texas, creating a booming economy that built cities, attracted out-of-state
workers and companies, funded schools and universities, and generated wealth that raised the overall
standard of living—even for blue-collar workers. No other twentieth-century development had a more
profound effect upon the state.

In this book, Roger M. Olien and Diana Davids Hinton chronicle the explosive growth of the Texas oil
industry from the first commercial production at Corsicanain the 1890s through the vital role of Texasoil in
World War 11. Using both archival records and oral histories, they follow the wildcatters and the gushers as
the ail industry spread into amost every region of the state. The authors trace the devel opment of many
branches of the petroleum industry—pipelines, refining, petrochemicals, and natural gas. They also explore
how overproduction and volatile prices led to increasing regulation and gave broad regulatory powers to the
Texas Railroad Commission.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Comprehensive in its coverage, clearly organized and written, and thoroughly researched, this book fillsa
significant hole in the historical literature on Texas oil." (Joe Pratt, Cullen Professor of History and Business,
University of Houston)

Review

Comprehensive in its coverage, clearly organized and written, and thoroughly researched, this book fillsa
significant holein the historical literature on Texas oil. (Joe Pratt, Cullen Professor of History and Business,
University of Houston)

About the Author
DIANA DAVIDSHINTON hasaPh.D. in History from Y ale University and holds the J. Conrad Dunagan
Chair in Regional and Business History at the University of Texas of the Permian Basin.

ROGER M. OLIEN, who has a Ph.D. in History from Brown University, livesin Austin and is a member of
the Texas State Historical Association Speakers Bureau. The authors have written five books and numerous
articles on the petroleum industry.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ashley McKay:

The book Qil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) can give
more knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave agood thing like abook Qil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell
Texas Heritage)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Qil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up
and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Stewart:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Oil in Texas: The
Gusher Age, 1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Oil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945
(Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
Thiskind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range



of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

PhyllisWilder:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Qil in Texas: The Gusher Age,
1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart
phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Julie Bailey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Oil in Texas: The Gusher
Age, 1895-1945 (Clifton and Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage).
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