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Assembling more than 30 primary documents — including proposals,
memoranda, decrypted messages, and imperial conferences — Iriye presents
diplomatic exchanges from both American and Japanese perspectives to
determine how and why the United States and Japan went to war in 1941. A
detailed introduction provides background on Japanese aggression in China and
Southeast Asia during the 1930s and economic unrest and isolationism in the
United States. Readings add an interpretive dimension, placing Pearl Harbor in
global context; essays from American, Japanese, Chinese, Soviet, German,
British, and Indonesian perspectives explain how various countries applied
pressure, offered assistance, exacerbated rifts, and significantly affected
negotiations and Japan’s ultimate decision for war.
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Assembling more than 30 primary documents — including proposals, memoranda, decrypted messages, and
imperial conferences — Iriye presents diplomatic exchanges from both American and Japanese perspectives
to determine how and why the United States and Japan went to war in 1941. A detailed introduction provides
background on Japanese aggression in China and Southeast Asia during the 1930s and economic unrest and
isolationism in the United States. Readings add an interpretive dimension, placing Pearl Harbor in global
context; essays from American, Japanese, Chinese, Soviet, German, British, and Indonesian perspectives
explain how various countries applied pressure, offered assistance, exacerbated rifts, and significantly
affected negotiations and Japan’s ultimate decision for war.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The key strength of this book is that it has taken an immensely complex subject, organized it, and
introduced it in a way that makes it possible for the student to gain the necessary background, address
important and intriguing questions, and engage deeply in the history."

About the Author
Akira Iriye is professor of history at Harvard University, where he was appointed the Charles Warren
Professor of American History in 1991. He has also taught at the University of Chicago and served as
president of the American Historical Association in 1988. He has published widely on American diplomatic
history and American-Asian relations, inlcuding Cultural Internationalism adn World Order (1997) and
Japan and the Wider World (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Pearl Harbor and the Coming of
the Pacific War: A Brief History with Documents and Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture
(Paperback)) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Gregory Morrow:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the
Pacific War: A Brief History with Documents and Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback))
guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War:
A Brief History with Documents and Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) as good
book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain
book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Looney:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific



War: A Brief History with Documents and Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Ann Amos:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War: A Brief History
with Documents and Essays (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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