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"The tasks which fill'd beginners with dismayThis little book has banish'd clear
away."John Napier had already discovered and published an epochmaking
treatise on logarithms when in 1617 he turned to "rabdology" or rod-reckoning as
yet another means by which to confront the problem of simplifying the huge
calculations involved in multiplication, division, and the extraction of roots. This
first English translation of Napier's Rabdologia provides a clear and readable
introduction to a group of physical calculating devices, which, long
overshadowed by Napier's logarithms, have their own intrinsic interest and
charm. Book I describes the first device, a set of rods known as "Napier's Bones,"
which were inscribed with numbers forming multiplication tables and used in
conjunction with pencil and paper. Book 11 presents a series of simple
calculations that readers can solve by using the rods, and a series of tables of
ratios useful for division. Napier then describes the second mechanical device for
calculation, a forerunner of the modern calculator that he named promptuary or
"place where things are stored ready for use." The third device, similar to a
chessboard, allowed calculations to be performed by moving counters around the
squares. Observing that the numbers had to be represented in what would now be
called binary form, Napier provides instructions for changing from ordinary to
binary numbers and back again, a method that worked equally well for
multiplication and division and that had a particularly elegant symmetry when
applied to the extraction of square roots.
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"The tasks which fill'd beginners with dismayThis little book has banish'd clear away."John Napier had
already discovered and published an epochmaking treatise on logarithms when in 1617 he turned to
"rabdology" or rod-reckoning as yet another means by which to confront the problem of simplifying the huge
calculations involved in multiplication, division, and the extraction of roots. This first English translation of
Napier's Rabdologia provides a clear and readable introduction to a group of physical calculating devices,
which, long overshadowed by Napier's logarithms, have their own intrinsic interest and charm. Book I
describes the first device, a set of rods known as "Napier's Bones," which were inscribed with numbers
forming multiplication tables and used in conjunction with pencil and paper. Book 11 presents a series of
simple calculations that readers can solve by using the rods, and a series of tables of ratios useful for
division. Napier then describes the second mechanical device for calculation, a forerunner of the modern
calculator that he named promptuary or "place where things are stored ready for use." The third device,
similar to a chessboard, allowed calculations to be performed by moving counters around the squares.
Observing that the numbers had to be represented in what would now be called binary form, Napier provides
instructions for changing from ordinary to binary numbers and back again, a method that worked equally
well for multiplication and division and that had a particularly elegant symmetry when applied to the
extraction of square roots.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

About the Author
Introduction by Robin E. Rider

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Joseph Gee:

The book untitled Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) is the e-book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Kent Brown:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint).



Scott Reisinger:

Beside this specific Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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