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Patrick Robertson's compendium of inventions, breakthroughs, and other "first"
events is a stunning achievement of over fifty years of research, collecting, and
writing. Robertson writes with charm and fluency on a massive range of topics-
the first computer, the first department store, the first black head of state (it's not
who you think), and a seemingly limitless array of others. The United States, in
particular, has been a cradle of innovation-44 percent of modern innovations, by
his calculation-and Robertson has identified a first time in America for each
entry. Comprehensive yet carefully curated, Robertson's Book of Firsts catalogs
watershed events of social relevance. It includes major achievements, like the
first women to serve in a regular army (bravo, Canada, and would you believe as
early as 1906?), but not mere curiosities, like the first women to serve disguised
as men. The result is a catalog of useful inventions and beginnings of trends, an
index of American and global culture of a kind you can't get anywhere else.
Handsomely designed, elegant, and effortless to read, this is both a work of
essential reference and a beautiful gift for history buffs, scientists, inventors, and
anyone with an inquiring mind.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Patrick Hickman Robertson began compiling his collection of firsts fifty years ago at the age of fourteen.
He continued his extensive research in the USA, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and South Africa before
settling down to a career at the BBC's cutting library. The first incarnation of this book, The Shell Book of
Firsts, appeared in the UK in 1974 and became an immediate bestseller. Robertson has been a Visiting
Scholar the University of North Carolina, a former chairman of the Ephemera Society, and owns the largest
private collection of vintage magazines in Britain.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Keys:

The book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying
a book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a guide Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What
for the First Time. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Robinson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the
First Time was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First
Time is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

John Ray:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Robertson's
Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First



Timeis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Cheryl Edgerly:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book.
The book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.
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