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A gorgeous, lavish history of silent movies - with more than 400 amazing images
- captures the birth of film and icons like Chaplin, Garbo, Clara Bow, and
Valentino.

Drawing on the extraordinary collection of The Library of Congress, one of the
greatest repositories for silent film and memorabilia, Peter Kobel has created the
definitive visual history of silent film. From its birth in the 1890s, with the
earliest narrative shorts, through the brilliant full-length features of the 1920s,
SILENT MOVIES captures the greatest directors and actors and their immortal
films. SILENT MOVIES also looks at the technology of early film, the use of
color photography, and the restoration work being spearheaded by some of
Hollywood's most important directors, such as Martin Scorsese and Francis Ford
Coppola.
Richly illustrated from the Library of Congress's extensive collection of posters,
paper prints, film stills, and memorabilia-most of which have never been in print-
SILENT MOVIES is an important work of history that will also be a sought-after
gift book for all lovers of film.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For decades, silent films have been disintegrating in warehouses or lost to indifference. Director Martin
Scorsese, who wrote the foreword to this book, has spearheaded the preservation movement, warning with
every foot of film that is lost, we lose a link to our culture. Kobel, longtime writer about movies,
demonstrates the power of silent movies in this spectacular compilation of stills, promo materials and
breathtaking posters from the Library of Congress's memorabilia collection. The visual artistry is stunning.
Kobel uses these evocative images as a foundation to examine the international film industry from 1893 to
1927. Instead of a chronological treatment, he examines genres such as horror, westerns and comedy, while
paying homage to the superb work of art directors, cinematographers and directors. Understandably, a
significant section is devoted to actors. As Norma Desmond neatly observes in Sunset Boulevard, We had
faces then. Although early producers were loath to highlight specific actors, fearing their popularity would
translate into higher salaries, fans were hungry for information about them. In this treasure trove for film
buffs, Kobel details the press campaigns that created stars like Theda Bara and Rudolph Valentino, while fan
magazines and newspapers deemed them American royalty. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"If you ever wondered why film buffs get weak in the knees about the movies made before talkies, this book
can help you understand. . . . it is beautifully designed with a dazzling array of movie stills, posters and
promo material drawn from the Library of Congress' memorabilia collection." ?San Francisco Chronicle

"The definitive visual history of silent film." ?New York Daily News

"A handsomely designed and illustrated pictorial history of the voiceless cinema."  ?Los Angeles Times

"A ravishing, oversize, million-pound study of the silent movie era, not just its films, but its promotion, its
culture and the way these movies changed how we think about the world." ?Washington Post Express

"Kobel has lovingly detailed this world-from the zany publicity campaigns to the lavish scripts to the
decadent star lifestyles. SILENT MOVIES is an essential addition to any film or design lover's library." 
?Encore magazine

Spectacular. ?The New York Times

This isn't a coffee table book, though any coffee table would be lucky to be graced by it. The excellent text
manages the trick of being exhaustive without being exhausting, while the photos--and stills, and posters,
and lobby cards--are enchanting. ?Joe Morgenstern, Wall Street Journal Online

About the Author
Peter Kobel is the former managing editor of Premiere magazine, and has written for The New York Times,
The Los Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, and Entertainment Weekly. Martin Scorsese is one of the
most respected and influential directors working today. He also serves as president of the Film Foundation, a
non-profit organization dedicated to film preservation. Kevin Brownlow is a noted film historian and has
written extensively on early film, including THE PARADE'S GONE BY and BEHIND THE MASK OF



INNOCENCE.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of
Movie Culture. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Lenora Hungate:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and
the Triumph of Movie Culture. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

James Horowitz:

This Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture without
we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture can bring when you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture
having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Elmer August:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Silent Movies: The Birth of Film
and the Triumph of Movie Culture that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading



routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the
Triumph of Movie Culture become your starter.
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