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Say "body modifications' and most people think of tattoos and piercings. They
associate these mainly with the urban primitives of the 1980s to today and with
primitive tribes. In fact, as this fascinating book shows, body mods have been on
the scene since ancient times, traceable as far back as 1.5 million years, and they
also encompass sacrification, branding, and implants. Professor John Rush
outlines the processes and procedures of these radical physical aterations,
showing their function as rites of passage, group identifiers, and mechanisms of
socia control. He explores the use of pain for spiritual purposes, such as purging
sin and guilt, and examines the phenomenon of accidental cuts and punctures as
individual events with sometimes profound implications for group survival.
Spiritual Tattoo finds a remarkable consistency in body modifications from
prehistory to the present, suggesting the importance of the body as a sacred
geography from both socia and psychological points of view.
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Say "body modifications' and most people think of tattoos and piercings. They associate these mainly with
the urban primitives of the 1980s to today and with primitive tribes. In fact, as this fascinating book shows,
body mods have been on the scene since ancient times, traceable as far back as 1.5 million years, and they
also encompass sacrification, branding, and implants. Professor John Rush outlines the processes and
procedures of these radical physical alterations, showing their function asrites of passage, group identifiers,
and mechanisms of social control. He explores the use of pain for spiritual purposes, such as purging sin and
guilt, and examines the phenomenon of accidental cuts and punctures as individual events with sometimes
profound implications for group survival. Spiritual Tattoo finds a remarkable consistency in body
modifications from prehistory to the present, suggesting the importance of the body as a sacred geography
from both social and psychological points of view.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Tattooings are not only ornaments... they are not only emblems of nobility and symbols of rank in the socia
hierarchy; they are also messages fraught with spiritual and moral significance... not only to imprint a
drawing onto the flesh but also to stamp onto the mind all the traditions and philosophy of the group.”

- Claude Levi-Strauss

"And this tattooing has been the work of a departed prophet and seer of hisisland, who, by those
hieroglyphic marks, had written out on his body a compl ete theory of the heavens and the Earth, and a
mystical treatise on the art of attaining truth; so that Queequeg in his own proper person was ariddleto
unfold; awondrous work in one volume; but those mysteries not even himself could read, though his own
live heart beat against them."

- Herman Mélville

About the Author

John A. Rush, Ph.D., N.D., isaProfessor of Anthropology at Sierra College, Rocklin, California, teaching
Physical Anthropology and Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion. Dr. Rush's publications include Witchcraft and
Sorcery: An Anthropological Perspective of the Occult, The Way We Communicate, Clinical Anthropology:
An Application of Anthropological Concepts within Clinical Settings, and Sress and Emotional Health:
Applications of Clinical Anthropology. He is also a Naturopathic Doctor in private practice.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roy Brown:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Spiritual Tattoo: A Cultural History of
Tattooing, Piercing, Scarification, Branding, and Implants book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Vanesa Thomas:

Beside this specific Spiritual Tattoo: A Cultural History of Tattooing, Piercing, Scarification, Branding, and
Implants in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you fed like
an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Spiritual Tattoo: A Cultural History of
Tattooing, Piercing, Scarification, Branding, and Implants because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well



asread it from at this point!

Dorcas Starling:

In thiserawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust smple solution to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of books
in thetop list in your reading list will be Spiritual Tattoo: A Cultural History of Tattooing, Piercing,
Scarification, Branding, and Implants. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Irene Forrest:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Spiritual Tattoo: A Cultural History of Tattooing, Piercing, Scarification,
Branding, and Implants was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this
point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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